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FROM THE HEADMASTER
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As we approach the 40th year 
of Beaconhills education, this is 
my final edition of Lux Luceat 
magazine before I step down 
as Headmaster.

In the last few years we have all 
endured so many challenges 
and had to adapt to the 
changing circumstances. We 
have moved from onsite to 
online, and back again, and we 
all yearn for the road out to a 
more optimistic future. 

Our first edition of Lux Luceat 
was launched in 2010 and 
we have seen this special 
publication grow and change 
over the years. I have 
been so proud of the many 
achievements highlighted in 
this publication and the team 
who have told the stories. As I 
come to the end of my time at 
the College, I look back and am 
always amazed at the success 
stories and the abundance of 
talent in our community. 

The first editions covered the 
goals of academic excellence, 
our environmental programs, 
highlighted the amazing service 
our students had undertaken 
and our new International 
Program for students wishing to 
join our community. 

These were the goals that led 
to our Learning That Matters 
(LTM) six pillars of learning. This 
holistic approach to learning 

 As I come to the end of my time  
at the College, I look back and 

am always amazed at the success 
stories and the abundance of  

talent in our community. 

has now been embraced by 
the community and attracts new 
families and talented staff. Put 
simply,  LTM covers all aspects 
of learning, setting the bar 
high for a quality Beaconhills 
education that values the 
wellbeing of all, inspires us 
to serve and be responsible 
stewards of our environment 
while building a global-
focused community respecting 
differences and sharing 
cultures. We strive to have 
our graduates supported by 
our Christian values, become 
leading citizens.

The six pillars are now 
entrenched in our learning 
culture and underpin the 
many and varied opportunities 
available to our students. It is 
so pleasing to have a caring 
community who choose 
Beaconhills because they 
value much more than just test 
scores and know that success 
is measured in many ways. It 
will be wonderful to see our 
students travelling the world 
again and making a difference 
both locally and internationally.

Finally, I would like to thank 
our ‘invisible’ volunteers, the 
College Board, who have 
supported the vision of our 
College and enabled so much 
to be achieved.

For our young people, these 
last two years have been a 

time of uncertainty. Although it 
has been challenging, we have 
seen resilience in our students 
and learning innovation through 
our online programs. I am sure 
we can look forward to a much 
brighter future.  

Tony Sheumack
Headmaster

LTM 1-6
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It is the third time in just 
five years that one of 
Beaconhills’ Extended 
Investigation (EI) students 
has earned a Premier’s 
Award. EI is a unique VCE 
subject where students 
direct and use their own 
learning by creating an 
individual research question 
they choose.

Sharni investigated the 
portrayal of women in 
pop music videos and if it 
influenced adolescent girls’ 
views about gender roles.

Sam now adds a Premier’s 
Award to his impressive 
record of subject scores of 
50 in French, Physics and 
Mathematical Methods.   

FEATUREPRESTIGIOUS 
PREMIER’S 
AWARDS 
Two Beaconhills College 
students, Sharni Seamons 
and Sam Sail, have earned 
Premier’s Awards for their 
work in their 2020 VCE 
subjects.

Sharni, a Year 12 student 
at the Berwick Campus, 
scored a perfect 50 in the 
Extended Investigation 
subject. Sam, last year’s 
College Dux with an ATAR 
of 99.95, received his award 
for French.

3/5
It is the third time in just five 
years that one of Beaconhills’ 
Extended Investigation 
(EI) students has earned a 
Premier’s Award. 

VOX POP

What are you most 
looking forward to  

in 2022?

Catching up with 
people I love, going 

to places old and 
new and most 

importantly making 
new memories.

Janie Pollock 
staff
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SCIENCE GETS 
A REACTION  

VOX POP

What are you most 
looking forward to  

in 2022?

I am just looking 
forward to go to Sri 

Lanka to visit my 
family and friends. 

Especially my mother 
who I am missing the 

most right now.  

Ayesha 
Jayawardena 

staff

Science gets a reaction

YE
A

R 
10

Science subjects have topped 
the popularity list for students 
choosing their VCE subjects  
for 2022.

While Beaconhills offers a 
broad curriculum in the senior 
years - with a choice of around 
40 subjects - science has 
proven its power of attraction.

Both campuses report a 
strong uptake in VCE Biology, 
Psychology and Chemistry, with 
Pakenham Campus recording 
interest in IT, Legal Studies and 
Year 10 Commerce.

Pakenham’s Head of Senior 
School, Blair Cooper, said while 
the science and commerce 
subjects were popular, he 
had also noticed increased 
interest in studying Outdoor and 
Environmental Studies in Year 11.

“That could be put down to 
students not being able to have 
an Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies experience this year 
with Beacon Explorers (due to 
lockdowns),” Mr Cooper said.

At the Berwick Campus, Head 
of Teaching and Learning (9-12), 
Martin Toman, and Head of 
Senior School, Jodie Bayley, 

“Some students choose the 
subject because they have a 
career path in mind, but I think 
many are curious about what’s 
happening around them.  
Chemistry helps develop 
critical thinking skills, improves 
your problem-solving and is 
really great fun to do.”

Year 9 student Kayla Bingwa 
is one of the students who 
selected Legal Studies as a 
Units 1 & 2 subject in Year 10 
next year.

“I’ve always been interested 
in law, more so the criminal 
part. It just made sense to try 
out Legal Studies,” she said, 
adding that she has enjoyed 
learning more about the 
subject this year as it has given 
her an idea of a potential future 
career.  

have observed the popularity 
of science subjects along with 
Higher Mathematics in Year 10 
and Mathematical Methods  
in Year 11.

“On the whole, the 
students have selected a 
comprehensive list of subjects, 
with all areas represented,”  
Mr Toman said.

Senior Chemistry Teacher 
at Pakenham, Wendy 
Prendergast, has a couple of 
theories of why Chemistry is 
so popular.

She said the first question she 
was often asked by students 
who chose Chemistry was 
‘when are we going to blow 
something up?’

“We do explosions, but I think 
this is only part of the reason 
students choose this subject,” 
Mrs Prendergast said. 

“Chemistry is a big part of 
everyday life… many of the 
changes you observe in the 
world around you are caused 
by chemical reactions and I 
think this invokes curiosity in 
many students.”
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FEATURE

Turn to the centre pages to read about an innovative Commerce elective happening in Year 10 this term.

Wendy Prendergast  
Senior Chemistry Teacher  

at Pakenham

SCIENCE  
ELECTIVES  
IN YEAR 10  
FOR VCE

SCIENCE  
ELECTIVES  
IN YEAR 10  
FOR VCE

H2O H2O

H2O

1. Biology and Psychology for VCE Psychology

2. Biology and Chemistry for VCE Biology 

3. Biology and Chemistry or Physics and Chemistry for VCE Chemistry

4. Physics and Chemistry for VCE Physics

1. Biology and Chemistry and Physics and Chemistry for VCE  
Physics / Chemistry / Biology

2. Biology and Chemistry and Physics and Chemistry for VCE  
Biology Chemistry / Physics Chemistry / Biology Psychology

Single unit

Years

11 & 12

Two units

If a single VCE science 
subject is to be chosen, 
then the following Year 
10 pathways are highly 
recommended;

If multiple VCE science 
subjects are to be chosen 
in later years, then the 
combination of Year 10 
science subjects are 
highly recommended;

1

2
Science subjects are showing 
their power of attraction to senior 
students in 2022.
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“Having been there and 
used that toilet and knowing 
that whole village now has 
access to running water 
thanks to Beaconhills, is very 
special,” Mrs Tuohy said.

Experiencing poverty closer 
to home has had no less of 
an impact. She often tells her 
students the story of a young 
man who approached her 
on the Vinnies Soup Van 
and confided that he didn’t 
couldn’t afford to  
buy underwear. 

“People who are homeless 
often feel they don’t 
belong… and helping 
give them that sense of 
community when you talk to 
them is wonderful.” 

This year, Mrs Tuohy has 
seen her vision of a new 
physical space for Beacon 
of Hope programs become 
a reality – with a centre 
opening at each of the 
College campuses. The 
Beacon of Hope centres 
house colourful displays, 
photos, banners and 
real examples of goods 
donated to charities, such 
as sleeping bags for the 
homeless, wildlife/animal 
packs, FeedMelbourne 
food packs and SolarBuddy 
solar lights. They are used 

CLARE TUOHY: 
A BEACON OF 
HOPE

Clare Tuohy: a beacon of hope

Clare Tuohy will leave a  
big pair of shoes to fill when 
she retires at the end of 
the year as Beaconhills 
College’s Head of 
Citizenship and Service.

Mrs Tuohy has helped build 
the College’s enormous 
Citizenship and Service 
Program – ‘Beacon 
of Hope’ – spanning 
numerous local, national 
and international initiatives.

From helping feed and 
clothe the homeless, caring 
for wildlife and fundraising 
for cancer, through to 
enduring programs that have 
delivered basic sanitation 
to an East Timorese village 
and supported schools in 
Bangladesh, Beacon  
of Hope programs has 
become a shining success.

Mrs Tuohy began her career 
as a teacher librarian at  
St Margaret’s Berwick, 
moving to Caulfield 
Grammar where she 
became Head of Teaching 
and Learning, Years 7 and 8. 
She joined Beaconhills in 
2005 as Head of Middle 
School, Berwick Campus, 
a role fulfilled outstandingly 
until her appointment as 
the College’s first Head of 
Citizenship and Service.

Raised as a Catholic, her 
sense of social justice has 
always been strong. She 
attended Loreto Boarding 
School in Ballarat and was 
also hugely influenced by 
the work of schools like St 
Michael’s in Heyfield (having 
grown up in Gippsland) and 
the work of St Joseph’s nuns 
in Indigenous communities.

“My mother and father going 
way back have always been 
really committed to serving 
in their local community,”  
she said. 

Mrs Tuohy’s work with the 
College has taken her from 
delivering meals with teams 
of Beaconhills staff members 
on the Vinnies Soup Van, 
to some of the poorest 
nations of the world where 
the College supports the 
delivery of education.

Those experiences were 
incredible. She is particularly 
proud of the College 
helping fund a water project 
in the small village of Dato 
Rua, East Timor, normally 
visited by Beaconhills 
students each year. The 
College raised around 
$35,000 to bring running 
water to the village and help 
replace a rudimentary drop 
toilet shared by 180 children. 

for classes, incursions and 
presentations.

“Part of my vision was  
to have a physical space 
for the Beacon of Hope 
programs, as I felt I could 
never really describe what 
we did just verbally,”  
Mrs Tuohy said.

“The idea is to immerse 
students and allow them to 
really see what they can do.”

Her crowning glory could 
well be the Community 
Garden project, now well 
underway at the Pakenham 
Campus. The garden is set to 
play a key role in addressing 
food insecurity in our region, 
in collaboration with the 
Cardinia Youth Food Security 
Network; a joint project 
between Sustain Australia, 
the Shire of Cardinia and four 
local schools.

But Mrs Tuohy said her 
proudest achievement was 
simply helping people in 
the community understand 
what they could do for each 
other - and the impact they 
could make.

“Whether it's as little as a 
tube of toothpaste, or a $60 
Christmas hamper, we can all 
make a difference,”  
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FEATURE

Mrs Tuohy said. She likes 
to think of Beaconhills as 
“not just the best school ‘in’ 
the community, but the best 
school ‘for’ the community.”

Her dream is to see 
the College continue to 
strengthen its program to 
address food insecurity 
in our local region, but 
also to offer ongoing 
support to the valuable 
work of organisations like 
Fred Hyde Schools in 
Bangladesh.

Not surprisingly, the people 
she most admires are 
Mother Theresa - and 
Sir David Attenborough, 
describing his work as “a 
form of social justice for the 
natural world.” 

People who are homeless often feel  
they don’t belong… and helping give 
them that sense of community when  
you to talk them is wonderful.” 

“
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

This is a well-known and 
much loved Bible reading 
from Saint Paul. You will 
often hear it at weddings, 
because it sums up so 
beautifully the hope and 
selflessness that romantic 
love inspires.

I think, though, that Saint 
Paul is talking about a 
different type of love -  
the love we need to have 
for each other in hard and 
trying times – times like  
we are going through  
right now.

Demonstrating this humble 
and caring love for each 
other is, I think, the most 
important thing we can do, 
especially for our children 
and nearest and dearest.  
Beaconhills families and 
staff are working hard to 
care for each other through 
this unusual time, and as a 
community, we are doing a 
stunning job!

Saint Paul’s words seem 
simple and straightforward, 
but sometimes the simple 
things aren’t the easiest to 
do. They are all good ideas, 
but which of his suggestions 
speaks to you the most?

10

Love is patient, love is kind. 
It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. 5 It does 
not dishonour others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight 
in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. 7 It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.”
1 Corinthians 13: 4 - 7 

“The one that really jumps 
out for me is ‘protects’. We 
naturally protect our kids, 
but what about protecting 
ourselves? From burn-out, 
or feeling overloaded or 
overwhelmed by the fear 
of something new? How do 
you personally experience 
this protective love?

This is where I have found 
that faith can help. We 
can turn to God anytime 
and know that we have 
His protection and love. 
God loves us so much 
and longs for us to bring 
our cares to Him in prayer. 
When we do that, we can 
feel the comfort of being 
protected by the highest 
power there is. It’s an 
awesome feeling.  

I pray that you will feel 
encouraged during this 
uncertain time to reach out 
to the Lord and experience 
that love and care in your 
life too.  

Revd Kathy Mildred
Senior Chaplain, Berwick Campus

GOD CARES 
ABOUT YOU 
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STAFF PROFILE

MATT 
NEWMAN

Lockdown learning  
has challenged parents in 
immeasurable ways. But 
Berwick Campus Head of 
Junior School Matt Newman 
has a message for parents: 
be kind to yourself. 

He said teachers were 
incredibly grateful for the 
support of parents during 
home learning. It will be 
important post-lockdown 
that teachers continue to 
‘know their students’ well, 
he said, and ensure that 
students get the learning 
they need, regardless of 
age, year level or stage of 
development.

A 2003 foundation staff 
member at the Berwick 
Campus, Mr Newman 
began his career at 
Pakenham Hills Primary 
School in 1995 as a 
classroom teacher and 
then a physical education 
specialist. At Beaconhills,  
he became Head of 
Wellbeing in the Junior 
School before taking on the 
Deputy and now Head of 
Junior School role. 

Mr Newman is keenly aware 
of finding the right balance 
between synchronous (real 
time with a teacher) and 
asynchronous learning in the 
Online Learning Program.

“We know how important it 
is to keep connected with 
the students to support 
both their wellbeing and 
their learning,” Mr Newman 
said. “Zoom has provided 
a great platform through 
which we can deliver our 
program. At the same time 
we want to be conscious of 
not overdoing screen time 
and providing flexibility for 
families.”

He said the pandemic  
has impacted children 
mixing with peers and the 
social interactions that 
enabled them to deal with 
conflict, negotiate, take 
turns, win and lose (and 
accept those outcomes), 
problem-solve and develop 
empathy for others.

However, he theorises that 
lockdown may have given 
some children a better 

HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL  
BERWICK

sense of perspective and 
gratitude that will endure 
once life returns to normal.

On a personal level, his 
‘normal’ involves camping, 
walking and playing guitar. 
He also enjoys unwinding 
in front of a footy game 
with his favourite team, 
Richmond, although he 
admits that his family would 
argue he is not very relaxed 
when watching the footy.

Mr Newman speaks 
proudly of the resilience 
and adaptability shown by 
his Junior School students 
during a tough time.

“I look at our Prep students 
over the last two years 
and think about what their 
transition to school has 
been like… I know this is 
in no small way due to 
the support of both their 
teachers and parents.”  

“We know how 
important it is to 
keep connected 
with the students 
to support both 
their wellbeing 
and learning.”

Matt Newman has a 
message for parents: be 

kind to yourself. 

2003
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BRIGHT SPARKS

Bright Sparks

FROM PROJECTS AND PRACS TO PERFORMANCES, WE 
HAVE ALL LEARNT TO ‘PIVOT’ IN 2021. TEACHERS AND 
STUDENTS HAVE EXCELLED AT THINKING OUTSIDE THE 
BOX… AND HERE ARE JUST SOME OF THE AMAZING 
PROJECTS COMPLETED OFF-CAMPUS. 

VOX POP

What are you most 
looking forward to  

in 2022?

Life is about moving 
on, accepting 

changes and looking 
forward to what 

makes you stronger 
and more complete. 

That’s what I'm 
looking forward to in 

2022. 

Sarah Davis 
Year 10
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O U R  B R I G H T  S P A R K S
Marble run

Without their Technology 
Centre equipment and 
workshops, teachers like 
Stephen Kiely had to get 
creative, in this case with 
Year 7 Systems Engineering 
class.

Student Alex Mottrom and 
his class have been working 
on an instant challenge 
called ‘The Marble Run 
Contraption’. Mr Kiely said 
the brief was to use a 
cardboard box or anything 
they could find at home to 
create a marble run.

“The marble must run for 
either 15 seconds or 60 
seconds,” Mr Kiely said. He 
said the initial stage of the 
challenge was to source 
possible materials and 
create a concept sketch of 
possible ideas. Students 
also had to submit a final 
video of their completed 
marble run.  

Smooth business idea

Year 10 Commerce students 
are preparing for an exciting 
event this term, the Beacon 
Bright Sparks.

The Year 10 elective 
‘Commerce for My Future’ 
has removed the exam 
component and now invites 
students to develop a 
business proposal which 
they will pitch as a ‘Shark 
Tank’-style presentation to a 
panel of alumni and staff.

The panel will choose the 
best five pitches from each 
campus who will then battle 
it out for the title of Beacon 
Bright Sparks.

Students must not only 
devise a business idea but 
demonstrate their planning 
stages, including projected 
revenues, costings and 
marketing.

Head of Commerce, Years 
(9-12) at the Pakenham 
Campus, Saasha Bugeja, 
said the initiative was ready 
to roll for semester 1 but was 
disrupted by lockdowns. 
Now it will become a digital 
event with projects created 
by students during both 
semesters presented.

Student Abbey McKie’s 
clever business idea is 
called You Smoothie, a 
range of ready-to-blend 
smoothie ingredients.  

She has already designed  
an appealing logo for her 
business.

“My inspiration for this idea 
stemmed from thinking 
about what would personally 
help me in the morning 
when making breakfast, how 
to make the process faster 
and more efficient while still 
tasting delicious,” Abbey 
said.

“The idea of sending out 
deliveries to customers 
on a weekly basis was 
inspired by brands like 
HelloFresh and Marley 
Spoon. But my brand is 
intended to fill a gap in the 
market for these type of 
companies, as most meal 
delivery services offer only 
meals for dinner time and 
there are not many out 
there that offer breakfast 
and lunch options.”  

The brief was to use 
a cardboard box or 
anything they could 
find at home to create 
a marble run.
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O U R  B R I G H T  S P A R K S
Periodic table

Year 9 Personal Best projects are always 
outstanding and this Berwick Campus example is 
no exception.

This woodwork 3D model of the periodic table 
belongs to Jamie Nyilas, who is a science lover 
and was inspired by a summer visit to Questacon 
(Canberra’s interactive science centre).

Jamie, who hopes to study VCE Psychology and 
eventually work as a gender therapist, said there 
were a few challenges in building this periodic 
table. 

Pizza time

Making pizza with your class 
on Zoom sounds like a little bit 
too much fun, but for Berwick 
Campus Year 2 students it did 
have a learning component.

Teacher Ben Oliver said it was 
all about following instructions 
and then getting students 
to write their own. Which 
ingredients were used, what 
was your equipment and what 
were the steps involved? And 
of course eating it was the best 
part, as Evie Downer (pictured) 
will attest.  

The brief was to use 
a cardboard box or 
anything they could 
find at home to create 
a marble run.

My biggest challenge was 
figuring out how to make all the 
objects in the model stand up 
because a lot of them fell over. 
I fixed this by making stands for 
the objects to lean on.” 

“
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O U R  B R I G H T  S P A R K S
Sock puppets

Without access to the usual 
textile equipment at school, 
making sock puppets at home 
involved some extra lateral 
thinking for Year 7 Textiles 
students.

Diya Abeysinghe said the 
exercise involved creating 
three art boards; a sock 
puppet template, a character 
and workshop patterns.

Theatre Studies

Lockdown has been tough 
for performing arts, where 
students thrive on the energy 
of collaboration and live 
performance.

For Pakenham Campus Year 11 
student Jacinta Armstrong, the 
chance to get back on stage 
briefly to perform her Theatre 
Studies monologue late last 
term was pure joy.

“Having been unable to go 
to school for rehearsals, I 
sometimes found it difficult 
to stay motivated at home,” 

Jacinta said. “However, over 
the many weeks in lockdown, 
I developed a routine that 
helped me stay focused and 
through dedicating various 
amounts of time on my project 
each day - anywhere from a 
few minutes to a few hours 
- I watched my performance 
develop over time.”

Head of Performing Arts, 
Amara Jensen, said students 
had created some exemplary 
work under challenging 
circumstances.  

“The challenge was limiting 
my design to the materials I 
had at home,” Diya said.

Each student had the option to 
collect a simple prepared kit 
from school with embroidery 
thread, buttons, felt and 
needles.  



17

S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

VOX POP

What are you most 
looking forward to  

in 2022?

Going on adventures, 
trying new foods to 
support restaurants, 
but most importantly, 

making memories 
with family and 

friends.

Jesie Montgomery 
staff 

O U R  B R I G H T  S P A R K S
Yash’s robot

With the support of Systems Engineering 
teacher Mark Tory, Berwick Campus Year 12 
student Yash Rajesh was able to make his robot 
design a reality.

His self-balancing face-tracking follower robot 
can detect and track human faces, as well as 
follow and avoid objects. It is coded through 
Arduino software.

Yash said he had little time to start the project 
before lockdowns, but still managed to cut out all 
the metal pieces he needed to build the frame. 
Creating the chassis meant co-ordinating material 
pickups at school.

“With Systems being a practical-heavy subject, 
it’s hard to get work done without physically 
being in the classroom, but I managed to 
find times throughout the weeks to build and 
program my robot and regularly going back to 
school to pick up parts,” Yash said.  
Amazing work.  

The self-balancing 
face-tracking follower 
robot can detect and 
track human faces, 
as well as follow and 
avoid objects.
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THE BEST OF  
BOOK WEEK 
Learning from home did not stop students and staff embracing the spirit of Book Week last term. 
Here are a few the amazing costumes, as everyone chose to recreate their favourite book character.
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the work of teachers, with 
some taking on extra classes 
for international students at 
lunchtime, or after hours.

Ms Cunningham said students 
from countries like Vietnam and 
Bangladesh have also endured 
prolonged periods in lockdown, 
with few options to mix with 
friends or any other social 
interaction.

“We try to do the same activities 
as our local students – such 
as R U OK?Day to promote 
wellbeing.”

While many students have 
not been able to get to our 
shores, others like Peter Ye 
from mainland China, have not 
returned home for two years.

Peter is in Year 12 and was in the 
College boarding residence, but 
is now in homestay. Like many 
teenagers, he finds getting up in 
the morning the hardest part of 
online learning. But he praised 
the College for the program 
and said “all teachers helped 
him in many ways.” Peter said 
he missed life in the Beaconhills 
boarding residence, particularly 
the weekend activities.

Colin Yeung is from Hong Kong. 
He’s in Year 9 but moved to 
the Global Beacons Pathway 
Program in term 3, which means 
he gets more interaction now 
with other offshore students. He 

INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS KEEN
TO RETURN 

FEATURE

Beaconhills has 27 international 
students from countries like 
Hong Kong and mainland China, 
Vietnam and Bangladesh. 
Seventeen are currently offshore 
studying in our Online Learning 
Program. Like all students, they 
are yearning for a return to 
normal schooling.

Years 11 and 12 student are still 
attending normal classes online, 
although students have to work 
around the time differences. 
For some, this presents 
extra challenges. One of the 
Bangladeshi students has even 
been getting up at 3.30am to 
attend classes.

A number of Year 10s offshore 
have joined the Global Beacons 
Pathways Program, which helps 
prepare them for a return to 
Australia next year. The program 
offers English as an Additional 
Language (EAL), maths, science, 
humanities, eLearning and 
commerce.

Head of Boarding and 
International Programs, 
Kelly Cunningham, said the 
international students’ tenacity 
was admirable: “Some have 
never even set foot in Australia, 
while others have. But they 
all just want to get back to 
Beaconhills next year.” 

She said the students’ 
commitment was a huge 
testament to the College and 

believes the College’s Online 
Learning Program was the right 
choice for him.

“The teachers on Zoom are 
very nice to me and the online 
classes aren’t as dull as Hong 
Kong’s online classes,” he said. 
“I always look forward to my 
mentor meetings because Mr 
Johnson is a funny teacher and I 
enjoy having conversations with 
him.” Michael Johnson heads 
up Beaconhills’ International 
Student Support.

Colin can’t wait to get to 
Australia: “I am very excited 
about the actual classes that 
I will attend when I arrive on 
campus at Beaconhills, because 
it gets boring after learning 
online for one year!”  

Colin 

Peter 
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LITTLE BEACONS 
JUMPS ONLINE
Little Beacons Learning 
centres swiftly rolled out an 
online learning program last 
term in response to tightened 
government restrictions in 
Early Years facilities.

Although it’s an unusual 
learning method for our 
pre-schoolers, nerves 
soon subsided after they 
experimented with their 
new online classroom and 
dressed up in their favourite 
book character costume for 
Book Week.

So far the children have 
enjoyed learning with their 
friends online and doing 
activities such as yoga 
and making ‘gratitude 
jars’. This idea came from 
a RAVE (Religious and 
Values Education) session 

FEATURE

with Ms Govender when 
she read the story My 
Attitude of Gratitude to the 
children in the 3-4 year old 
Discovery Program. The 
story inspired the children 
and encouraged them to 
talk and share the things 
in life they are grateful for. 
They loved it so much, they 
created their own gratitude 
jars at home and now add 
to it each day, just like they 
do in the story.  

VOX POP

What are you most 
looking forward to  

in 2022? 

A masquerade ball to 
celebrate our family’s 
milestone birthdays; 

mum’s 80th, 
daughter’s sweet 

16th and my 50th - all 
missed in 2020.

Charmaine Lane  
staff
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21

ALUMNI
HAPPENINGS AROUND OUR COMMUNITY

L U X  L U C E AT

Alumni
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REUNIONS 

BEYOND BEACONHILLS20 years 
Class of 2000 

The long awaited  
20 Year Reunion for the 
Class of 2000 finally 
happened in May this year. 
Better late than never!

Alumni
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JASON 
COCHRANE

Q & A

What is your job title?
Technical Lead Engineer - Robotics 
Research.

Tell us a bit about the work you 
do with Boeing and what are your 
responsibilities?
At Boeing Research and Technology, 
my role as a robotics researcher is to 
experiment with and invent technologies 
for future use in aerospace manufacturing. 
We have created a world class team in 
Port Melbourne, specialising in human 
collaborative robotics - robots that can 
work directly alongside humans without the 
need for safety separation. This can free up 
human workers to perform more complex 
and less repetitive tasks. 

What’s the most rewarding part of your 
work?
Working for Boeing, I get the opportunity to 
work on interesting problems all around the 
world, ranging from mobile drilling robots in 
Canada, to complicated mechanism design 
in Abu Dhabi, or autonomous systems in 
Queensland. Being in research allows the 
freedom to pursue any particular area I see 
as rewarding or interesting.

What are some of the exciting 
developments in the field you are 
working in and how has the pandemic 
impacted on the industry?
In research, it is my job to find the exciting 
areas of development and pursue them. 
Our team has started to address one of 
these promising areas – collaborative 
robotics. The introduction of small, safe, but 
highly intelligent and dynamic robotics is 
set to change the manufacturing landscape 
over the next few years. 

COVID has caused significant pain within 
the aerospace industry worldwide and 
Boeing is no exception. Budgets and 
programs have been reduced. However, 
research is a long term activity, so we are 
playing the long game and continue as best 
we can. One of the upsides to the disruption 
is a significant shift towards flexible working 
and working from home has helped to reset 
the work-life balance.

Working for Boeing in the exciting field  
of robotics is a dream come true for Jason 
Cochrane, Class of 2006. He credits his 
Systems Engineering teacher Mark Tory 
for helping spark his interest in the field.

Any teachers or subjects at Beaconhills 
that inspired your career path?
I’d like to thank Mark Tory in Year 10 for 
introducing me to the hardware side of 
robotics engineering. His enthusiasm, 
coupled with Des Reuben’s guidance in 
Years 11 and 12 for Information Systems and 
IPM started me down a path that has been, 
and continues to be, extremely rewarding. 

What advice would you have for Year 
12s now preparing for exams and future 
study choices, especially during these 
uncertain times?
If you find yourself interested in 
programming, engineering and systems 
design, I highly encourage pursuing 
personal hobby projects to ‘just make 
something that does something’ – even 
if you could just buy it. For those looking 
to enter the robotics field, make sure you 
couple it with computer science or software 
engineering.  
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1991 VALEDICTORY 
DINNER

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Valedictory dinners have 
come a long way since the 
first on-campus event, held 
in 1987 in the graphics room 
of what is now the Visual 
Arts Centre. That dinner 
celebrated the graduation 
of the first group of students 
who joined the College in 
Year 7 when it opened.

The same venue was 
used for subsequent years 
through to 1991, when the 
number of Year 12s outgrew 
the space. That same year, 
the ‘quad’ had a new roof 
installed, providing a much 
larger covered space for 
the event.

Katie Turnbull (Deane) 
from the Class of 1991 dug 
deep for a few memories of 
the night. She is pictured in 
the second photo in a pink 
dress:

“Not sure where I was 
when this first photo was 
taken, probably off chatting 
as usual, but what a night 
it was. It was great to look 
at this photo - memories 
came flooding back and  
I remembered every  
single face. 

We had memorised Auld 
Lang Syne for the evening 
and it was quite emotional 
as we sang, knowing  
that quite possibly some  
of us would never meet 
again after spending the 
last six years together  
at Beaconhills.

I remember that at the 
conclusion of the evening 
we were all presented with 
an inscribed gilded Bible 
by the College.”  

Pakenham Campus

Alumni

IT WAS GREAT TO 
LOOK AT THIS PHOTO 
- MEMORIES CAME 
FLOODING BACK AND 
I REMEMBERED EVERY 
SINGLE FACE. 
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NEW CENTRE 
TAKES SHAPE

Work on the Berwick Campus Community Arts 
and Recreation Centre is progressing well.

Despite building challenges due to COVID-19 
restrictions, the roof is now on the main 
auditorium and the internal fitout has begun.

Business Manager David Young said the internal 
fitout would be the most time-consuming job, 
with internal wall framing, plaster, windows and 
services needed across all three levels.

The $12.2m development will provide 
professional standard facilities for College 
students and the wider community. It includes 
a large stage area, orchestra pit and fly tower. 
There are also two large gyms, sessional drama 
and dance studios, music rooms and a gallery/
exhibition space.  

ALUMNI

ALUMNI PONDERINGS

It’s hard to plan a function these days! After five alumni 
reunions took place in the first semester, lockdowns 
five and six happened. And, just like last year, it was the 
20 Year Reunion that has suffered most – the Class of 
2001 event has, so far, had three different dates and not 
yet taken place. Let us hope that the rest of the year 
enables this and the two other scheduled events (Class 
of 2011 and Class of 2020) to occur.

Despite all of the uncertainty, it’s pleasing to be able to 
observe that the alumni community continues to grow. 
The Facebook group now has 3200 members and 
alumni involvement in College life has been maintained 
with lots more planned for a COVID-normal future as, 
and when, we get there.

In particular, I am thrilled by the alumni involvement in 
the establishment of our very own community garden 
and have no doubt that this project will be embraced 
by other members of the alumni community in the near 
future. In addition, a recent Berwick Senior School 
Assembly on leadership was enhanced by the Zoom 
presence of two recent school captains. Alumni are 
standing by to help with a Year 8 Maths project at 
Pakenham and a number of alumni are ready to deliver 
messages of inspiration at the revamped Lux Luceat 
Society meetings when we can organise physical 
events once more.

This is just the beginning. My vision is for all current 
College students to be aware of the alumni community 
and for all alumni to feel that they have a contribution 
to make that would enhance current 
College learning. If you feel that 
you would like to be a part of this 
future, contact me any time  
alumni@beaconhills.vic.edu.au

Alan James 
Community Relations  
Co-ordinator

VOX POP

What are you most 
looking forward to  

in 2022?

The opportunity to 
take the family on a 

holiday.

David Kinder 
 staff

mailto:alumni%40beaconhills.vic.edu.au?subject=Alan%20James
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1. Joel Ruiter 
(Class of 2010) and wife Tegan 
were finally married in July after 
numerous cancellations of their 
wedding due to COVID-19. In 
fact they joke they were known 
as the ‘lockdown detectors’. 
The original wedding date was 
in April last year, followed by 
multiple postponements. When 
the 15 July 2021 lockdown was 
announced, they sent out an 
urgent message and - with just 
four hours’ notice to guests 
- they were married at 6pm. 
The couple paid tribute to the 
enormous effort from family, 
friends, guests and the wedding 
suppliers!  

2. Baby Kyrie Donders  
Kyrie Peter Donders, son of 
Jarrad and Caitlin Donders 
(nee Gifford, Class of 2011) 
was born 4 August 2021. He 
is pictured here with Caitlin’s 
Year 12 jacket and Tregoning 
tie – we’re sure he’ll grow into 
them soon enough.   

2

WHERE ARE 
THEY NOW?

3. Brodie O’Halloran 
(Class of 2017) just released 
her second song The House 

on Stanley which was written 
about the loss of her aunt and 
the grief she felt afterwards. 
While song-writing, Brodie is a 
singing teacher and studying a 
Masters in Creative Industries 
at Melbourne Polytechnic 
where she hopes to bridge the 
music education gap between 
metropolitan and regional 
secondary schools.  

Alumni
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VOX POP

What are you most 
looking forward to  

in 2022?

Getting back to 
learning face-to-

face and being able 
to see my friends 
without having to 
worry about being 

1.5m apart.

Tahlia Ziino 
Year 9

ALUMNI

4. James Beech  
(Class of 2011) was formerly 
a Grade 6 primary school 
teacher. Last year he re-entered 
the hospitality industry and 
now manages Circa 1884 – a 
beautiful new American-style 
cocktail bar which was the 
original 19th century Berwick 
courthouse.  His advice is to 
go into business with a team of 
individuals who have a growth 
mindset; “more brains means 
more ideas.” 

5. Dean Cassano 
(Class of 2010) is currently 
working as a research 
assistant at Burnet Institute, 
supporting two projects that 
aim to address the health and 
wellbeing needs of people 
living with HIV in Australia and 
Papua New Guinea. Dean 
is also currently completing 
a Master of Public Health at 
the University of Melbourne, 
specialising in global health. 
He wishes to continue his 
career in international program 
development, focusing on 
infectious disease control and 
health communications. 
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