20 and 21 August 2021

IGNITE
THE
FLAME
A conference for Early Years
through to Senior School.
Find new ways to spark a lifelong
love of learning in every child.

Hosted by Beaconhills College
CEAD Continuous Engagement and Development Program

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

Beaconhills College acknowledges the Wurundjeri and Boon Wurrung peoples as the Traditional
Custodians of this Land on which our College is built. We honour and respect their ongoing cultural and
spiritual connection with this Country which includes Traditional Custodianship of the land, waterways and
skies across Australia. We honour the richness, diversity and sophistication of the cultures of First Nations
peoples. We admit with sorrow the wrongs of the past that have taken place and continue into today and
that Sovereignty was never ceded. We pay deep respects to Elders past and present and honour the strong
leadership that is evident in the emerging Elders of tomorrow. We recognise that education is the key to
unlocking our understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australia and seek to explore what
reconciliation means at Beaconhills College by partnering together and working to build a more just and
compassionate society for the traditional owners of this land.
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IGNITE THE FLAME, 2021
Educators will be inspired to step beyond just delivering curriculum and learn how to ignite young minds at
Ignite the Flame, 2021.
Conference topics explore the practices needed to allow students to:
•

take risks

•

be active members of their community

•

have a voice as citizens.

This enables learners to grow to become responsible citizens of the world and leading lights for those
around them.
This conference will empower educators to consider reflective practice to help you become exceptional
in the delivery of spontaneous, dynamic and ever-changing pedagogy.

CEAD
Many teachers and educators do not have an opportunity to participate in professional development of
this standard - and in their local area. The aim of CEAD (Continuous Engagement and Development) building culture of growth through reflective practice is to enhance the professional learning opportunities
for educators which support better outcomes for all learners. Beaconhills is passionate about improving
outcomes for all students. We demonstrate this through our Citizenship and Service programs and it is now
further enhanced through our Ignite the Flame Conference.

COLLABORATION
Beaconhills believes collaboration to be at the very centre of everything we do. We believe individuals
working together for a common purpose can achieve far more than individuals working in ‘silos’.
Collaboration at the College can be in real time with face-to-face discussions with colleagues and support
staff, or facilitated through online discussions and resource sharing.
At Beaconhills, working collaboratively is about:
•

becoming part of a group with a shared purpose

•

gaining consensus in problem solving

•

participating in collaboration and expecting others to participate as well

•

negotiating and finding a middle ground

•

sharing and expecting sharing in return through reciprocity

•

thinking and considering alternatives

•

proactively engaging with each other.
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VENUE AND REGISTRATION

M1

C101
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Lois Maghanoy Centre for Performing Arts
Beaconhills College
30-34 Toomuc Valley Rd, Pakenham

ONE-DAY CONFERENCE

TWO-DAY CONFERENCE

20 OR 21 AUGUST

20 AND 21 AUGUST

$315PP

$580PP

ONE-DAY CONFERENCE

FULL (TWO-DAY) CONFERENCE

INCLUDES:

INCLUDES:

✓

your choice of attendance on either
20 or 21 August

✓

attendance at both the 20 and 21
August conference days

✓
✓

access to trade displays

✓
✓

access to trade displays

✓

BYO water bottle (hydration stations
onsite).

✓

BYO water bottle (hydration stations
onsite).

morning tea, lunch (a variety of
dietary selections available on the
day) and afternoon tea

morning tea, lunch (a variety of dietary
selections available on the day) and
afternoon tea

REGISTER HERE FOR THE

REGISTER HERE FOR THE

ONE-DAY CONFERENCE

TWO-DAY CONFERENCE

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
Email CEAD@beaconhills.vic.edu.au
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SESSION SUMMARY, DAY 1
KEYNOTE SPEAKER SESSIONS
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Learning mindset

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Values and character

‘Flick the Switch’ - Exploring the
Concepts Mindset, Resilience,
Change and Self-determination

The Power of the Word to Ignite the
Flame, at School, Home and Within

Dan Haesler
Cut Through Coaching & Consulting

Robyn Moore
Actress, television personality, voice
over artist and public speaker

Environment
and
sustainability
Our global
community

Learning
mindset

Citizenship
and
service

Values and
character
Wellbeing

GUEST SPEAKER SESSIONS
Our global community

Learning mindset

Citizenship and service

An Introduction to Indigenous Education
in the Early Years

Introduction to Orthography

Social Issues Facing Our Community

Markus Munday
Beaconhills College

Sarah Dyce and Cr Brett Owen
Cardinia Shire Council

Truth-telling - Indigenous Education in
the Curriculum

Science Inquiry within the
Transdisciplinary Curriculum

SolarBuddy

Lynette George (Birra)
Beaconhills College

Olivia O’Connor
Beaconhills College

Teaching EAL Students - Parts 1 and 2

Inquiry-Based Learning - Linking Early
Years to Prep and Beyond

Lynette George (Birra)
Beaconhills College
and Murrundindi

Michael Johnson
Beaconhills College

Donna Eyles and Ruth Holland
Beaconhills College
Getting Back in Tune

Wellbeing

Dan Haesler
Cut Through Coaching & Consulting

Empowering Boys to Become Great Men

Motivating Reluctant Learners

Joel Hines and Mitch Stent
The Man Cave

Kellie Ogawa
Beaconhills College

Supporting Anxious Students in the
Classroom

Understanding by Design
Parts 1 and 2

Dr Jodi Richardson
Anxiety and wellbeing speaker and
educator | bestselling author

Stephen McGinley
Beaconhills College

Boosting the Mental Health and
Happiness of Staff

Flexible Learning Spaces for the Future

Dr Jodi Richardson
Anxiety and wellbeing speaker and
educator

Clare Tuohy
Beaconhills College

Values and character
Are you the Flame, or just Burnt Out?
(Human Being vs Human Reacting)
Robyn Moore
Actress, television personality, voice over
artist and public speaker

Environment and
sustainability
Ideas and Resources
for Sustainability in
the Curriculum
Jack Donkers
Sustainability Coordinator
and David Young Director of Strategy and
Business (Beaconhills College)

Vicki Reid, Chris Downer
and Matt Davis
Beaconhills College
Level Up! Teaching for Personalised
Learning with Technology
Andrew Douch
EvolvEducation
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SESSION SUMMARY, DAY 2
KEYNOTE SPEAKER SESSION
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Learning mindset
Discovering Resilience
Martin Heppell
The Resilience Project

Environment
and
sustainability
Our global
community

Learning
mindset

Citizenship
and
service

Values and
character
Wellbeing

GUEST SPEAKER SESSIONS
Our global community

Learning mindset

Beyond the Boundaries - On Country

Zones of Regulation

Lynette George (Birra) and Donna Eyles
Beaconhills College

Cathi Orr
Beaconhills College

Indigenous Dance

Importance of having a Learning Mindset

Djirri Djirri

Stephen McGinley
Beaconhills College

United Nations Sustainability Goals
Sophie Arnold
UNAA Victoria

Citizenship and service

Language Awareness

Citizenship and Service in the Curriculum

Mandy Nicholson
Artist, singer and song-writer

Clare Tuohy
Beaconhills College

Wellbeing

Values and character

Supporting Anxious Students in the Classroom

RAVE in the Early Years

Dr Jodi Richardson
Anxiety and wellbeing speaker and educator | bestselling author

Vasie Govender
Beaconhills College

Building Resilience in Anxious Kids and Teens
Dr Jodi Richardson
Anxiety and wellbeing speaker and educator

Environment and sustainability

Strengthening Wellbeing in Learning Environments

Being a Sustainable Organisation

Yvonne Ashmore
Beaconhills College

David Young
Beaconhills College
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SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
Our global community
An Introduction to Indigenous Education
in the Early Years
Murrundindi and Lynette George (Birra)
Beaconhills College
Day 1, 20 Aug, 10.45-11.45am (PN22)

Truth-telling - Indigenous Education in
the Curriculum
Lynette George (Birra)
Beaconhills College

It seems like a big job, but break it down and it is possible to include Indigenous
education in the Early Years. In this session you will learn the difference between an
Acknowledgement and Welcome to Country. You will learn how the voice of children can
support the development of an Acknowledgement and why this is such an important step to
reconciliation for our First Nations people. The session is delivered by Murrundindi and Birra
and they will evoke conversations and unpack how embedding stories can support learning.
You will walk away with an understanding of where to begin and how to make connections.
This workshop provides an overview of key areas that educators need to consider when
planning their Indigenous curriculum. It includes an interactive truth-telling workshop and
provides a guide to accessing resources to support implementing Indigenous education
perspectives in the curriculum.

Day 1, 20 Aug, 11.45am-12.45pm (PN22)

Teaching EAL Students - Parts 1 and 2
Michael Johnson
Beaconhills College

This workshop is made up of two sessions to provide participants with some key strategies
around supporting students in classroom’s where English is their second language. A great
workshop for teachers and educators looking to further support their current teaching
practice.

Part 1: Day 1, 20 Aug, 10.45-11.45am, Part 2:
Day 1, 20 Aug, 10.45-11.45am (PM20/21)

Beyond the Boundaries - On Country
Lynette George (Birra) and Donna Eyles
Beaconhills College
Day 2, 21 Aug, 1.45-2.45pm (Year 9
Courtyard)

This session takes you to Birri Alamata, home of the Early Explorers Program on the
Wurundjeri and Boon Wurrung land, where children can extend learning beyond traditional
classroom boundaries. The focus includes learning outcomes and connection to environment,
sustainability, and Indigenous culture while On Country. Participants will see how this
experience encourages children to form meaningful relationships with people in their own
communities in a safe space, building community connections. Learn about developing
a ‘culturally safe environment’ to welcome Indigenous families and how to embed this in
everyday practice. You will also learn local language and experience On Country activities.

Appropriate footwear is recommended.
Indigenous Dance
Djirri Djirri
Wurundjeri female dance group
Day 2, 21 Aug, 9.10am (Lois Maghanoy
Centre for Performing Arts)

United Nations Sustainability Goals
Sophie Arnold
UNAA Victoria
Day 2, 21 Aug, 11.45am-12.45pm and 1.452.45pm (PN 35/36)

Language Awareness
Mandy Nicholson
Artist, singer, song-writer, Djirri Djirri
dancer

Djirri Djirri Dancers are the only active Wurundjeri female dance group, and, also Traditional
Custodians of Narrm (Melbourne). Djirri Djirri means Willy Wagtail in Woiwurrung, the
language of Wurundjeri people, the Traditional Custodians of Narrm (Melbourne) and
surrounds. Willy Wagtail, the Spirit Bird, gave them dance. Many of their group have danced
since they were young children, while others have learnt as adults. You will hear Mandy
Nicholson singing in Woiwurrung, the language of the Wurundjeri people and watch the
language come to life through dance.
The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are an interlinked set of 17 goals to
transform our world socially, economically and environmentally by 2030. Aimed at
addressing issues such as poverty, climate change, quality education, health and wellbeing,
they are guided by the premise that no-one should be left behind. The global pandemic has
highlighted the importance of SDGs and they provide a roadmap for COVID-19 recovery.
Sophie Arnold, Executive Manager, UN Association Victoria, will give an overview of the
SDGs, their links to schools and ideas on how you can inspire young people to act locally,
while thinking globally.
This presentation includes the journey of Aboriginal women’s dance and song creation in
Melbourne, with a focus on how songs and dances can be created from revival language. In
this interactive session you will walk away with at least 10 words in Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung
language. This action-packed session will be filled with fun and festivity.

Day 2, 21 August, 11.45am-12.45pm (PN
20/21)
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SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
Wellbeing
Empowering Boys to Become Great Men
Joel Hines and Mitch Stent
The Man Cave
Day 1, 20 Aug, 10.45-11.45am and
11.45am-12.45pm (PS05/06)

Supporting Anxious Students in the
Classroom
Dr Jodi Richardson
Anxiety and wellbeing speaker and
educator | bestselling author

This interactive presentation outlines the current challenges teenage boys are facing
and some of the key tools, strategies and mindsets that The Man Cave uses to combat
these and facilitate boys’ journey to manhood. After working with over 18,000 boys across
Australia, Man Cave has collected some key insights and developed a number of strategies
to engage boys. Man Cave Academy provides unique training programs that are designed
to share experience, learnings and methods to help make a difference in boys’ lives.

This session will focus on supporting anxious students in the classroom. It will support your
understanding of an anxious brain and how anxiety impacts on engagement and learning.
You will consider the importance and ‘how-to’ of initiating classroom conversations about
anxiety, what anxious students need their teachers to know and how to respond to a highly
anxious student in a way that calms anxiety. You will expand your skills in practical wholeclass techniques to help calm anxious brains and bodies.

Day 1, 20 Aug, 10.45-11.45am and 12.451.45pm Day 2, 21 Aug, 11.45am-12.45pm
(Lecture Theatre)

Boosting the Mental Health and
Happiness of Staff
Dr Jodi Richardson
Anxiety and wellbeing speaker and
educator

You matter. So let’s focus on boosting mental and health and happiness for staff. Consider;
1. Why your wellbeing matters; for you, and for your students.
2. What contributes most to teacher wellbeing.
3. Your new ‘go-to’ strategy for managing stress and being overwhelmed.
4. How to think about happiness differently and
5. Identifying what lights you up and making daily happiness deposits.

Day 1, 20 Aug, 1.45-2.45pm (Lois Maghanoy
Centre for Performing Arts)

Building Resilience in Anxious Kids and
Teens
Dr Jodi Richardson
Anxiety and wellbeing speaker and
educator

We live in an ever-changing world. We need to think about how we build resilience for
children and teens who are anxious. In this session we will focus on ‘Anxiety, avoidance,
and how each amplifies the other’, ‘Building discomfort tolerance and why it’s important’,
‘Emotional regulation in children and teens’, ‘Exposure and moving anxious kids forward’ and
‘Increasing resilience and how it changes the brain’.

Day 2, 21 Aug, 1.45-2.45pm (PN22)

Discovering Resilience
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Martin Heppell
The Resilience Project
Day 2, 21 Aug, 9.30-11am (Lois Maghanoy
Centre for Performing Arts)

Strengthening Wellbeing in Learning
Environments
Yvonne Ashmore
Beaconhills College

This is a unique opportunity to hear Martin Heppel speak about The Resilience Project.
Participants will be inspired by Martin’s ability to share through story telling. Discovering
Resilience presentation is based on the following strategies: Gratitude - Appreciating what
you have, not focusing on what you don’t. Empathy - Thinking of the needs of others and
the importance of kindness. Mindfulness - Being present in the moment, not becoming
distracted by unhelpful or negative thoughts. Martin will share practical and evidence-based
strategies to manage wellbeing, both in the work environment, and with family and friends.
Wellbeing is the oil of learning. We know that students who have a strong connection to their
school, teachers and peers will also experience a greater connection to their learning. This
workshop will take you through the essential steps taken by Beaconhills College to integrate
wellbeing into the fabric of our education. It will acknowledge the challenges, rewards and
remind us of the urgency with which this needs to occur in education.

Day 2, 21 Aug, 11.45am-12.45pm (PM24/25)
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SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
Learning mindset
Introduction to Orthography
Markus Munday
Beaconhills College
Day 1, 20 Aug, 10.45-11.45am (Wominjeka
Room)

Science Inquiry within the
Transdisciplinary Curriculum
Olivia O’Connor
Beaconhills College
Day 1, 20 Aug, 11.45am-12.45pm,
(Wominjeka Room)

Inquiry-Based Learning - Linking Early
Years to Prep and Beyond
Donna Eyles and Ruth Holland
Beaconhills College
Day 1, 20 Aug, 12.45-1.45pm, (Wominjeka
Room)

Getting Back in Tune
Dan Haesler
Cut Through Coaching & Consulting
Day 1, 20 Aug, 1.45am-2.45pm, (PN22)

‘Flick the Switch’ - Exploring the
Concepts Mindset, Resilience, Change
and Self-determination
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Dan Haesler
Cut Through Coaching & Consulting

Developing students’ ability to encode and decode text is a vital literacy that underpins
their capacity to learn. This workshop provides teachers with an introduction to some of the
key principles around orthography and how this approach can bring together phonology,
morphology and etymology to provide students with a more in-depth understanding of
words.

Incorporating science into a transdisciplinary inquiry pedagogy can be challenging; the
disciplinary elements of science in the Victorian Curriculum don’t necessarily align with
the Beaconhills pillars, or with other curriculum structures. In this workshop, participants
will investigate how to reconsider the descriptors of the pillars and other curriculum
transdisciplinary themes, searching for connections to the enduring understandings that
will support engagement with key scientific knowledge and skills. Teachers will gain a
new appreciation for the transdisciplinary connections that can be made with the science
curriculum through transdisciplinary themes and conceptual understanding.
The transition from Early Years to school needs to involve a collaborative approach to
support children in a seamless education. This session will reflect on how focusing on
personalised learning is fostered, in conjunction with a holistic approach to curriculum.
This session will look through the lens of an Early Years and Prep teacher and consider the
environment as the third teacher, the development of child-centered curriculum and the
assessment of children’s learning and development, including the ‘child voice’.

In this workshop, participants will experience one of Dan’s coaching techniques in which
they will be encouraged to tackle an issue that’s causing them some ‘drama’. This safe and
supportive environment approach ensures that people can address important issues without
the need to publicly share them.
Please note: paper and pen required.

Learning something new is one of the most powerful motivators and wellbeing boosters
in human endeavour, yet sometimes we lack the will or the resources to do this. In this
keynote, Dan Haesler will explore some of the theories and strategies he uses with elite
athletes and teams, as well as educators and leaders, to help them be the best they can be
professionally and personally. By exploring concepts such as mindset, resilience, change
and self-determination, the audience will walk away with at least one new behaviour to help
them thrive, both professionally and personally.

(Day 1, 20 Aug, 2.45-4pm, Lois Maghanoy
Centre for Performing Arts)

Motivating Reluctant Learners
Kellie Ogawa
Beaconhills College

As teachers we all have passion for our subjects, so what do we do when we have students
who are not motivated to learn? We need to recognise the many factors that have led to a
student’s lack of motivation and try and reignite the flame.

Day 1, 20 Aug, 12.45-1.45pm (PM24/25)

Understanding by Design
Parts 1 and 2
Stephen McGinley
Beaconhills College
Part 1: Day 1, 20 Aug, 10.45-11.45am Part 2:
Day 1, 20 Aug, 11.45am-12.45pm (PN24/25)

This two-part workshop gives staff a chance to explore and consolidate key elements of
the Understanding By Design framework for developing curriculum for our students. It gives
staff time to work on particular examples of their curriculum, while covering key summaries
around the concepts that drive UBD. This is the perfect workshop for teachers looking
to further extend and develop their understanding, knowledge and skills in developing
curriculum.
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SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
Learning mindset
Flexible Learning Spaces for the Future
Vicki Reid, Chris Downer
and Matt Davis
Beaconhills College
Day 1, 20 Aug, 1.45-2.45pm
(PM24/25)

Level Up! Teaching for Personalised
Learning with Technology
Andrew Douch
Evolveducation

What did a classroom look like when you went to school? Was it a blackboard and
rows of desks and chairs? As we look to the future we need to consider how our learning
environments are flexible and innovative. Our vision for the future is indoor and outdoor
learning spaces where learning has no boundaries. This session will consider aesthetics,
colours, surfaces, furniture placement and style, acoustics, technology and the importance
of green spaces. We hope this session ‘ignites the fire’ by thinking about the concept of the
classroom in a whole new light.
Imagine students being addicted to your class! Personalised learning and differentiated
teaching are big words in education - and rightly so. They represent a dream of most
schools and teachers that each student will learn at his or her optimal rate, no matter what
their current ability level. In practice though, differentiation is hard! In this entertaining and
insightful presentation, Andrew will show how teachers can strategically leverage a range of
easy-to-use educational technologies and teaching strategies.

Day 1, 20 Aug, 10.45-11.45am,
11.45am-12.45pm, 12.45-1.45pm and
1.45-2.45pm (PN35/36)

Zones of Regulation
Cathi Orr
Beaconhills College
Day 2, 21 Aug, 11.45am-12.45pm
(PM20/21)

Importance of having a Learning Mindset
Stephen McGinley
Beaconhills College
Day 2, 21 Aug, 1.45-2.45pm,
(PM24/25)

Do you have children in your classroom with big emotions? Would you like to explore further
ideas to use to support these children? The Zones of Regulation is a framework and easyto-use curriculum teaching students strategies for emotional and sensory self-management.
The framework supports children of all ages to identify, address and express emotions in
a safe way. Together we will unpack this framework and look at ways to incorporate it into
everyday programming and practice, in a developmentally appropriate way, to support all of
the children in your class.
Ever thought how much easier teaching would be if our students were better learners? This
workshop outlines the Learning Mindset concept introduced to Beaconhills College to focus
more of our teaching strategies to improve the mindset that our students have towards
learning. The session will outline the key components of our Learning mindset and what
teachers can do to improve to target and develop these areas in our students.

Citizenship and service
Social Issues Facing Our Community
Sarah Dyce and Cr Brett Owen
Cardinia Shire Council
Day 1, 20 Aug, 10.45-11.45am and
12.45-1.45pm (PG10/11)

SolarBuddy
Clare Tuohy
Beaconhills College
Day 1, 20 Aug, 10.45-11.45am,
11.45am-12.45pm and 1.45-2.45pm
(PN30/31)

Citizenship and Service in the Curriculum
Clare Tuohy
Beaconhills College
Day 2, 21 Aug, 11.45am-12.45pm and
1.45-2.45pm (Lecture Theatre)

Cardinia Shire Council’s Liveability Plan is the council’s approach to promoting health.
We know that the best way to address health-related problems is by creating liveable
neighbourhoods which provide secure housing, have good access to education,
employment, nutritious food, local services and open spaces, and are linked by public
transport, walking and cycling paths. Cardinia Shire Mayor Cr Brett Owen and Sarah Dyce
will share insight into each of these priority areas and some of the ways in which Council is
actively working to promote the health of our community.
Have you heard about energy poverty? Many young students around the world live with
families that cannot access clean energy light sources, affecting their health and learning.
In 2016, Beaconhills joined the SolarBuddy program which provides solar lights to key
impoverished areas around the world. In this workshop you will learn about energy poverty,
with resources to teach this concept to students. You will also make your own solar light,
with the option to buy a SolarBuddy for $32.50 (EFTPOS available) for donation. More
SolarBuddy details here.
There are many challenges that need to be overcome to establish not only a learning
culture around service but also key structural elements that support an effective service
program. This workshop outlines some of the key practical steps that need to be taken
to ensure that service learning makes it all the way to deliver meaningful learning to our
students. We know that linking learning with practical action in a contemporary environment
has a lasting impact on developing and evolving minds.
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SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
Values and character
The Power of the Word to Ignite the
Flame, at School, Home and Within
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Robyn Moore, Actress, television
personality, voice over artist and public
speaker

How do we ignite the flame in the children and students we teach or in the interactions we
have, if our own fire is sometimes doused by the constant demands in education? Passion,
igniting bliss and enthusiasm (the fire within) are emotive words and Robyn will unpack
these. You will be left feeling inspired, curious, capable and thirsty for life-long learning. Her
intent is to transform your access to the ‘what’, ‘why’ and ‘how’ to be our best selves - and
to set the scene for a life-altering inquiry into re-discovering all the things that matter in
education.

Day 1, 20 August, 8.45-10.15am (Lois
Maghanoy Centre for Performing Arts)

Are you the Flame, or just Burnt Out?
(Human Being vs Human Reacting)
Robyn Moore, Actress, television
personality, voice over artist and public
speaker

In this very entertaining and interactive workshop, you will laugh, learn, think, be challenged,
moved…and fall in love with your vocation, your accomplishments and surprised by your
potential as an educational leader. We will discover life-altering tools, which can profoundly
affect your attitude, character, opinions, purpose, behaviours, satisfaction...and your future.

Day 1, 20 Aug, 10.45-11.45am and 12.451.45pm (Lois Maghanoy Centre for
Performing Arts)

At Beaconhills College, the Christian ethos is upheld from Early Years through to all
sections of the College. The Little Beacons RAVE (Religious and Values Education) Program
endeavours to support children’s understanding of the Christian ethos through the
thoughtful integration of the College values of Respect, Compassion and Integrity, building
a sense of belonging and establishing a culture of positive connections among our Little
Beacons community. In teaching RAVE we aim to focus on the ‘Big Idea’ which is to explore:
‘Who are we?’ as we guide our children to become positive and active world citizens who
care deeply for others and their environment.

RAVE in the Early Years
Vasie Govender
Beaconhills College
Day 2, 21 Aug, 1.45-2.45pm (PM20/21)

Environment and sustainability
Ideas and Resources for Sustainability in
the Curriculum
Jack Donkers and David Young
Beaconhills College

This workshop will outline key resources for ensuring sustainability into the curriculum,
giving oversight on the Beaconhills College Our Green Report and sustainability journey.
It will also outline how Beaconhills can use live-tracking of environmental data in the
curriculum to ensure it is authentic. Let this workshop inspire your thinking and advocacy for
change.

Day 1, 20 Aug, 10.45-11.45am and
1.45-2.45pm, (PN16/17)

Being a Sustainable Organisation
David Young
Beaconhills College

Environmental sustainability is one of Beaconhills’ Learning That Matters pillars. This
workshop will outline the key approaches the College took in its path towards dramatically
reducing its environmental footprint, now and into the future.

Day 2, 21 Aug, 11.45am-12.45pm and
1.45-2.45pm (PG10/11)
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FRIDAY 20 AUGUST - DAY 1 - CONFERENCE SESSIONS
8am

Registration I Lois Maghanoy Centre for Performing Arts

8.20am

Welcome to Country - Murrundindi I Lois Maghanoy Centre for Performing Arts

8.40am

Conference official opening - Vicki Reid I Lois Maghanoy Centre for Performing Arts

8.45am

KEYNOTE address - Robyn Moore I Lois Maghanoy Centre for Performing Arts

10.15-10.45am

Morning tea and trade display I Marquee

Concurrent
sessions

Our global community

Session 1
10.45-11.45am

An Introduction
to Indigenous
Education in
the Early Years

Teaching EAL
Students Part 1

Empowering
Boys to
Become Great
Men

Supporting
Anxious
Students in the
Classroom

Introduction to
Orthography

Understanding
by Design Part 1

Murrundindi
and Lynette
George (Birra)
Head of
Indigenous
Initiatives
(Beaconhills
College) and

Michael
Johnson
International
teacher
(Beaconhills
College)

Joel Hines and
Mitch Stent
Facilitators (The
Man Cave)

Dr Jodi
Richardson
Anxiety and
wellbeing
speaker,
educator and
author

Markus Munday
Year 1 Level
Co-ordinator
(Beaconhills
College)

Early Years
to Year 4

All welcome

All welcome

Middle to
Senior School

PN22

PM20/21

PS05/06

Lecture Theatre

Truth-telling
- Indigenous
Education in
the Curriculum

Teaching EAL
Students Part 2

Lynette George
(Birra)
Head of
Indigenous
Initiatives
(Beaconhills
College)

Session 2
11.45am12.45pm

Wellbeing

Learning mindset

Citizenship and service

Values and
character

Environment
and
sustainability

Level Up!
Teaching for
Personalised
Learning with
Technology

Social Issues
Facing Our
Community

SolarBuddy

Are you the
Flame, or just
Burnt Out?
(Human Being
vs Human
Reacting)

Ideas and
Resources for
Sustainability in
the Curriculum

Stephen
McGinley
Deputy
Headmaster
and Head of
Education
(Beaconhills
College)

Andrew Douch
Teacher,
presenter
and edTech
consultant

Sarah Dyce
Community
Planner and Cr
Brett Owen
Councillor
(Cardinia Shire
Council)

Clare Tuohy
Head of
Citizenship
and Service
(Beaconhills
College)

Robyn Moore
Actress,
television
personality,
voice over
artist and public
speaker

Jack Donkers
Sustainability
Co-ordinator
and
David Young
Director of
Strategy and
Business
(Beaconhills
College)

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

Wominjeka
Room

PM24/25

PN35/36

PG10/11

PN30/31

Lois Maghanoy
Centre for
Performing Arts

PN16/17

Empowering Boys to Become
Great Men

Science Inquiry
within the
Transdisciplinary
Curriculum

Understanding
by Design Part 2

Level Up!
Teaching for
Personalised
Learning with
Technology

SolarBuddy

Michael
Johnson
International
teacher
(Beaconhills
College)

Joel Hines and Mitch Stent
Facilitators (The Man Cave)

Olivia O’Connor
Head of
Teaching and
Learning,
Junior School
(Beaconhills
College)

Stephen
McGinley
Deputy
Headmaster
and Head of
Education
(Beaconhills
College)

Andrew Douch
Teacher,
presenter
and edTech
consultant

Clare Tuohy
Head of Citizenship and Service
(Beaconhills College)

Middle to
Senior School

All welcome

All welcome

Junior School

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

PN22

PM20/21

PS05/06

Wominjeka
Room

PM24/25

PN35/36

PN30/31

No Session 2
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FRIDAY 20 AUGUST - DAY 1 - CONFERENCE SESSIONS (continued)
11.45am12.45pm

Option 1 - lunch and trade display I Marquee

12.45-1.45pm

Option 2 - lunch and trade display I Marquee

1.45-2.45pm

Option 3 - lunch and trade display I Marquee

Concurrent
sessions

Our global community

Wellbeing

Learning mindset

Session 3
12.45-1.45pm

No Session 3

Supporting Anxious Students in
the Classroom

Inquiry-Based
Learning Linking Early
Years to Prep
and Beyond

Motivating
Reluctant
Learners

Dr Jodi Richardson
Anxiety and wellbeing speaker,
educator and author

Donna Eyles
Head of
Teaching and
Learning, Little
Beacons and
Ruth Holland
year level
co-ordinatorr,
(Beaconhills
College)

Early Years to Year 4

Session 4
1.45-2.45pm

No Session 4

Citizenship and
service

Values and
character

Environment and
sustainability

Level Up!
Teaching for
Personalised
Learning with
Technology

Social Issues Facing
Our Community

Are you the Flame,
or just Burnt Out?
Human Being vs
Human Reacting

No Session 3

Kellie Ogawa
Japanese
teacher
(Beaconhills
College)

Andrew Douch
Teacher,
presenter
and edTech
consultant

Sarah Dyce
Community Planner
and Cr Brett Owen
Councillor (Cardinia
Shire Council)

Robyn Moore
Actress, television
personality, voice
over artist and public
speaker

Prep-Year 2,
OSHC

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

PN22

Wominjeka
Room

PM24/25

PN35/36

PG10/11

Lois Maghanoy Centre
for Performing Arts

Boosting the Mental Health and
Happiness of Staff

Getting Back in
Tune

Flexible
Learning
Spaces for the
Future

Level Up!
Teaching for
Personalised
Learning with
Technology

SolarBuddy

No Session 4

Dr Jodi Richardson
Anxiety and wellbeing speaker,
educator and author

Dan Haesler
Teacher,
motivational
coach (Cut
Through
Coaching &
Consulting)

Matt Davis
Property
Manager,
Chris Downer
IT Projects
Manager and
Vicki Reid
Head of
Campus, Little
Beacons
(Beaconhills
College)

Andrew Douch
Teacher,
presenter
and edTech
consultant
(EvolvEducation)

Clare Tuohy
Head of Citizenship
and Service
(Beaconhills College)

Jack Donkers
Sustainability Coordinator
and
David Young Director
of Strategy and
Business (Beaconhills
College)

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

Lois Maghanoy Centre for
Performing Arts

PN22

PM24/25

PN35/36

PN30/31

PN16/17

2.45-4pm

KEYNOTE address - Dan Haesler I Lois Maghanoy Centre for Performing Arts

4-4.10pm

Closing address I Lois Maghanoy Centre for Performing Arts

4.10-5pm

Afternoon tea - grab and go or stay for professional conversation I Marquee

Ideas and Resources
for Sustainability in
the Curriculum
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SATURDAY 21 AUGUST - DAY 2 - CONFERENCE SESSIONS
8.40am

Registration I Lois Maghanoy Centre for Performing Arts

9.10am

Welcome to Country - Djirri Djirri, Wurundjeri women’s dance group I Lois Maghanoy Centre for Performing Arts

9.30am

KEYNOTE address - Martin Heppell I Lois Maghanoy Centre for Performing Arts

11-11.45am

Morning tea and trade display I Marquee

Concurrent
sessions

Our global community

Wellbeing

Session 5
11.45am12.45pm

United Nations
Sustainability
Goals

Language
Awareness

Supporting
Anxious
Students in the
Classroom

Sophie Arnold
Executive
Manager
(United Nations
Association of
Australia)

Mandy
Nicholson Head
Artist, singer
and song-writer

All welcome
PN35/36

Learning mindset

Citizenship and service

Values and
character

Environment
and
sustainability

Strengthening
Wellbeing
in Learning
Environments

Zones of Regulation

Citizenship and Service in the
Curriculum

No Session 5

Being a
Sustainable
Organisation

Dr Jodi
Richardson
Anxiety and
wellbeing
speaker,
educator and
author

Yvonne
Ashmore
Head of
Wellbeing
(Beaconhills
College)

Cathi Orr
Individual Programs Co-ordinator (Beaconhills College)

Clare Tuohy
Head of Citizenship and Service
(Beaconhills College)

David Young
Director of
Strategy and
Business
(Beaconhills
College)

All welcome

Early Years to
Year 4, OSHC

All welcome

Early Years to Middle School, OSHC

All welcome

All welcome

PN20/21

PN22

PM24/25

PM20/21

Lecture Theatre

PG10/11

12.45-1.45pm

Lunch and trade display I Marquee

Session 6
1.45-2.45pm

United Nations
Sustainability
Goals

Beyond the
Boundaries On Country

Building Resilience in Anxious
Kids and Teens

Importance of having a Learning Mindset

Citizenship and Service in the
Curriculum

RAVE in the
Early Years

Being a
Sustainable
Organisation

Sophie Arnold
Executive
Manager
(United Nations
Association of
Australia)

Lynette George
(Birra) Head
of Indigenous
Initiatives and
Donna Eyles
Head of
Teaching and
Learning,
Little Beacons
(Beaconhills
College)

Dr Jodi Richardson
Anxiety and wellbeing speaker,
educator and author

Stephen McGinley
Deputy Headmaster and Head of Education
(Beaconhills College)

Clare Tuohy
Head of Citizenship and Service
(Beaconhills College)

Vasie Govender
Deputy Head,
Little Beacons
(Beaconhills
College)

David Young
Director of
Strategy and
Business
(Beaconhills
College)

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

All welcome

Early Years

All welcome

PN35/36

Year 9
Courtyard

PN22

PM24/25

Lecture Theatre

PM20/21

PG10/11

2.45-3pm

Closing address I Lois Maghanoy Centre for Performing Arts

3-4pm

Afternoon tea - grab and go or stay for professional conversation I Marquee
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
ROBYN MOORE
Actress, television personality, voice over artist and public speaker
As a multi-skilled communicator, Robyn’s business is based around The Power of the
Word through professional speaking in all sectors/events, voice-overs (radio and TV
commercials, syndicated radio comedy How Green Was My Cactus, animation series
Blinky Bill etc), Webex seminars and media interviews. With a background in education
and more than 40 years as a voice-over artist, Robyn is equipped with unique skills to
entertain, inspire and to consistently create the outcomes her clients want.

The Power of the Word to Ignite the Flame, at School, Home and Within
Day 1, 20 August

Are you the Flame, or just Burnt Out? (Human Being vs Human Reacting)
Day 1, 20 August

DAN HAESLER
Teacher and motivational coach, Cut Through Coaching & Consulting
Dan Haesler works with individuals and organisations around issues of leadership,
engagement, wellbeing and mindset. His business Cut Through Coaching &
Consulting consults to corporate business, elite sport, schools, professional
associations and not-for-profit organisations. He is regularly invited to speak around
the world alongside well-known thought leaders and industry experts as well as
Olympians, Academy Award winners and His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Dan is
passionate about equity in education and engaging our hardest-to-reach children and
communities.

Getting Back in Tune
Day 1, 20 August

‘Flick the Switch’ - Exploring the Concepts Mindset, Resilience,
Change and Self-determination
Day 1, 20 August

MARTIN HEPPELL
Partner and facilitator, The Resilience Project
Martin Heppell of The Resilience Project focuses on student wellbeing, educational
leadership and change management. He grew up in Borneo in south-east Asia, living
amongst a Dayak headhunting tribe, and was influenced by their morals and values.
The Resilience Project delivers emotionally engaging programs to schools, sports
clubs and businesses, providing practical, evidence-based, positive mental health
strategies to build resilience and happiness. It has delivered programs to over 500
schools around the country and worked with many elite sporting teams including the
Australian cricket, netball and soccer teams, NRL and AFL clubs.

Discovering Resilience
Day 2, 21 August
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GUEST SPEAKERS
LYNETTE GEORGE (BIRRA)
Head of Indigenous Initiatives, Beaconhills College
Lynette (Birra), is a Wiradjuri/Palawa woman and Beaconhills College RAP
(Reconciliation Action Plan) Committee Chair. RAP aims to enhance understanding
about Australian Indigenous culture and history. Lynette is passionate about making a
real change; she supported the development of a College-wide vision of reconciliation
launching the College’s first Reconciliation Assembly in 2011. She incorporates
learning about Aboriginal culture and history into her Middle School curriculum. Her
achievements feature in a Harvard University publication Learning That Matters.

An Introduction to Indigenous Education in the Early Years
Day 1, 20 August

Truth-telling - Indigenous Education in the Curriculum
Day 1, 20 August

Beyond the Boundaries - On Country
Day 2, 21 August

MURRUNDINDI
Ngurungaeta (head man) and Elder of the Wurundjeri people
Murrundindi is the ngurungaeta (head man) of the Wurundjeri people and a
descendant of William Barak. He is an important Elder and a support for Beaconhills
College, working closely with the Head of Indigenous Initiatives.

An Introduction to Indigenous Education in the Early Years
Day 1, 20 August

MICHAEL JOHNSON
International teacher, Beaconhills College
Michael Johnson has had 20 years experience in teaching EAL students both in
Australia and in international Schools in China. He is an ‘ESL in the Mainstream:
Language in Learning Across the Curriculum’ trainer and has presented EAL teaching
workshops throughout Asia and Australia. He is currently the Head of Middle School’s
McConchie House at the Pakenham Campus of Beaconhills College and has helped to
support the growth and development of our International Program here.

Teaching EAL Students - Parts 1 and 2
Day 1, 20 August
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GUEST SPEAKERS
JOEL HINES
Facilitator, The Man Cave
Joel Hines is a passionate and dynamic facilitator, educator and coach, motivated
by wanting to help people be the best possible versions of themselves. Joel’s
professional background spans more than two decades and a number of industries
including mental health, technology, primary, secondary and adult education. A keen
storyteller, Joel integrates his patience, compassion and diligence into all that he
does. Joel heads up Man Cave Academy, which offers unique training programs
sharing Joel’s extensive experience and methods, helping adults continue to have
conversations that make a difference to young men and boys.

Empowering Boys to Become Great Men
Day 1, 20 August

MITCH STENT
Facilitator, The Man Cave
Mitch Stent is the current Facilitator Squad Captain at Man Cave Academy and
believes in creating space for people of all ages and contexts to explore and
experience their humanity together. He has more than five years experience as a
youth facilitator and has a Bachelor of Arts (International Studies) and Diploma of
Languages (Spanish) from RMIT. He now balances time on the court facilitating boys
in our workshops with the training and development of our incredibly diverse group
of facilitators. As the resident ‘nature boy’ at Man Cave, Mitch is also perfectly at
home staring at birds, trees and running water for hours on end or shredding (gently)
through Victoria’s forests by bike, finding energy and perspective through a healthy
connection to nature.

Empowering Boys to Become Great Men
Day 1, 20 August

DR JODI RICHARDSON
Anxiety and wellbeing speaker, educator and author
An educational leader and best-selling author, Dr Jodi Richardson supports teachers,
parents and other professionals to navigate the challenges of anxiety and develop the
skills and confidence to help their students and children..

Supporting Anxious Students in the Classroom
Day 1, 20 August and Day 2, 21 August

Boosting the Mental Health and Happiness of Staff
Day 1, 20 August

Building Resilience in Anxious Kids and Teens
Day 2, 21 August
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GUEST SPEAKERS
MARKUS MUNDAY
Year level co-ordinator, Beaconhills College
Markus is a highly-passionate primary school teacher currently teaching Year 1.
Markus was recently nominated as a finalist in the 2021 Australian Education Awards
‘Education Rising Star of the Year’ category. In June 2020, Beaconhills parents and
students overwhelmingly voted Markus as winner of the Casey Cardinia Outstanding
Teacher Competition. He received the award from local state Member for Gembrook,
Brad Battin.

Introduction to Orthography
Day 1, 20 August

OLIVIA O’CONNOR
Head of Teaching and Learning, Junior School, Beaconhills College
Olivia has had extensive experience in teaching and leading concept-based
transdisciplinary inquiry and has been a key driver of this new initiative. Her career
has involved curriculum leadership in a number of areas including numeracy, PYP
Co-ordination and her current role as Junior School Head of Teaching and Learning at
Beaconhills College. Her other achievements include commendation for conceptual
inquiry pedagogy by international accreditors for the Council of International School.
She is also an Enterprise Academy Award winner and contributing author for the STEM
Investigation Series, which was the winner of the 2018 Primary Teaching Resource and
winner of the 2018 Outstanding Primary Resource. Olivia is a regular presenter at PYP
TeachMeets and Melbourne TeachMeets.

Science Inquiry within the Transdisciplinary Curriculum
Day 1, 20 August

DONNA EYLES
Head of Teaching and Learning, Little Beacons, Beaconhills College
Donna is a passionate Early Years teacher and advocate. She leads teaching and
learning for the Early Years while maintaining her focus as a practitioner. Her focus
on collaborative relationships allows her to support and lead others in reflective
pedagogy and practice. She is passionate about the environment and was a
foundation member of the concept of camps for four year olds.

Inquiry-Based Learning - Linking Early Years to Prep and Beyond
Day 1, 20 August

Beyond the Boundaries - On Country
Day 2, 21 August
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GUEST SPEAKERS
RUTH HOLLAND
Year level co-ordinator, Beaconhills College
Ruth is an experienced educator who has worked in the Junior School for over 20
years, with experience in both the government and the independent primary sector.
She is currently the Prep Co-ordinator at Beaconhills, Berwick Campus. Ruth is
passionate about teaching with a strength-based approach and is an advocate for
setting personalised learning goals for students in order to celebrate each success.
Ruth’s vision for her Prep team is to collaborate to promote student agency through
play-based experiences, to ensure students have greater focus, more interest and are
more likely to attempt challenging tasks.

Inquiry-Based Learning - Linking Early Years to Prep and Beyond
Day 1, 20 August

KELLIE OGAWA
Japanese teacher, Beaconhills College
Kellie has been teaching for over 25 years across all year levels from Prep to Year
12. She has experience in both private and public sectors and has taught in Australia,
Japan and Singapore. Kellie has been heavily involved in curriculum development and
is a Head of Department. She believes teaching is not just about subject matter but
also the development of the student.

Motivating Reluctant Learners
Day 1, 20 August

STEPHEN MCGINLEY
Deputy Headmaster and Head of Education, Beaconhills College
Stephen McGinley has had over 20 years of experience in developing curriculum and
was part of the team that introduced Understanding By Design to Beaconhills College.
Spending a few hours designing curriculum is something that Stephen relishes. He
has led a number of workshops outlining the key aspects of Understanding By Design.
Stephen has been appointed Beaconhills College Executive Principal starting in
January 2022.

Understanding by Design - Parts 1 and 2
Day 1, 20 August

Importance of having a Learning Mindset
Day 2, 21 August
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GUEST SPEAKERS
VICKI REID
Head of Campus, Little Beacons, Beaconhills College
Vicki has worked in a number of roles in Early Years education, from teaching to
supporting inclusion, to working in local and state government. She is currently in an
executive role at Beaconhills College. Vicki leads educators to develop innovative
teaching and learning practices, to extend curriculum opportunities and to develop
and deliver high quality Early Years programs. She believes learning is fostered
through natural curiosity and interests of the child and that working collaboratively with
families allows educators to fully support children to learn, grow and develop in an
evolving learning environment.

Flexible Learning Spaces for the Future
Day 1, 20 August

CHRIS DOWNER
IT Projects Manager, Beaconhills College
Chris Downer appreciates the different perspectives he has experienced during his
19 years in the audio visual industry. Chris started as an installation technician before
he moved into a role in account management, specialising in integration sales with a
national audio visual company and then as a vendor with NEC Display Solutions as a
Channel Manager supporting Victorian AV integrators. Chris has successfully managed
a large scale AV refresh program across Beaconhills College in line with the teaching
and learning expectations and practice for the past 10 years. He has evolved this initial
AV role into delivering all major IT projects for the College. Chris is passionate about
optimising the learning environment to improve learning outcomes.

Flexible Learning Spaces for the Future
Day 1, 20 August

MATT DAVIS
Property Manager, Beaconhills College
Matt Davis has worked in the building industry for 32 years as a commercial and
domestic carpenter and builder. This experience led Matt to be the Property Manager
for Beaconhills for the past 10 years, overseeing all the new buildings and facilities and
grounds maintenance. Matt is passionate about indoor and outdoor learning spaces
when designing new buildings for the College. He finds it rewarding when he sees
the improvement in the children’s attitudes towards their surroundings. Having worked
outside for most of his life, Matt also understands the benefits of learning outside.

Flexible Learning Spaces for the Future
Day 1, 20 August
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GUEST SPEAKERS
ANDREW DOUCH
Teacher, presenter and edTech consultant, Director of EvolvEducation
Andrew Douch is a Victorian teacher, presenter and edTech consultant. He is well
known for his innovative approaches to education, which help teachers amplify their
impact on student learning by inspiring new thinking about teaching effectively in
a technology-rich world. He is also well-known for his engaging Biology revision
lectures, podcast and Edrolo courses in Victoria, NSW and Queensland. His ideas and
strategies have been adopted by teachers at all levels of education across Australia
and the world, and have attracted numerous awards including a Prime Minister’s
Award for Quality Schooling, the Victorian Education Excellence Award for Curriculum
Innovation, The Microsoft Worldwide Innovative Teacher of the Year, an IMS Global
Leadership Award and an Australian College of Educators World Teachers’ Day Award.

Level Up! Teaching for Personalised Learning with Technology
Day 1, 20 August

SARAH DYCE
Community Planner, Cardinia Shire Council
Sarah Dyce is the Community Planner at Cardinia Shire Council. Sarah works with
local organisations and services to strengthen community partnerships and support
community members in the areas of financial vulnerability, mental health and housing
and homelessness. Sarah is committed to connecting communities, supporting
and advocating for people most at risk of vulnerability or crisis, and strengthening
pathways our of vulnerability.

Social Issues Facing our Community
Day 1, 20 August

CR BRETT OWEN
Councillor, Cardinia Shire Council
Cr Brett Owen has been a councillor at Cardinia Shire for 16 years, first elected in
2005. Having spent his entire life living in Cardinia Shire, he is passionate about our
community. As a serving police officer (25 years) and a father of young children, Brett
has an active interest in contributing to the community and ensuring that Cardinia
Shire is great place to live and raise a family. His priorities include improving our local
roads, community safety, access for all, support for environmental programs, improved
recreational and playground facilities and funding for new paths. Brett will continue to
be an advocate for open and transparent local government and provide residents with
a strong voice on Council.

Social Issues Facing our Community
Day 1, 20 August
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GUEST SPEAKERS
CLARE TUOHY
Head of Citizenship and Service, Beaconhills College
Clare Tuohy joined Beaconhills College in 2005 as the founding Head of Middle
School, Berwick Campus. In 2017, she was appointed as Head of Citizenship and
Service. She is passionate about encouraging the Beaconhills community to develop
a personal Benefit Mindset. As a result of Clare’s tireless work and energy, Beaconhills
now provides a rich and diverse range of learning opportunities for students that has
helped our community engage in meaningful service.

SolarBuddy
Day 1, 20 August and Day 2, 21 August

JACK DONKERS
Sustainability Co-ordinator, Beaconhills College
Jack Donkers has a background in Environmental Science and Outdoor Education. He
is responsible for monitoring the College’s resource use and for planning initiatives to
help lighten our environmental footprint, so we are local leaders in sustainability. Jack
helped Beaconhills achieve the 2019 ResourceSmart Schools award for Infrastructure
and Operations and a third star for waste management in 2020. Jack has helped the
College improve its environmental education programs for students and staff, with a
focus on environmental awareness.

Ideas and Resources for Sustainability in the Curriculum
Day 1, 20 August

DAVID YOUNG
Director of Strategy and Business, Beaconhills College
David Young has a background in Business and Finance and developed a passion
for sustainability while growing up on a farm and living in a rural area. David joined
Beaconhills in 2005 and saw the College grow rapidly with the development of its
second campus at Berwick. David was instrumental in Beaconhills receiving the
Resource Smart Award Campus Infrastructure and Operations School of the Year in
2019.

Ideas and Resources for Sustainability in the Curriculum
Day 1, 20 August

Being a Sustainable Organisation
Day 2, 21 August
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GUEST SPEAKERS
CATHI ORR
Individual Programs Co-ordinator, Beaconhills College
Cathi has many years experience teaching in early childhood settings and has a
passion for supporting all children to reach their full potential. Cathi works with children
individually and in small groups to build confidence and strengthen skills. She enjoys
sharing yoga and mindfulness with the children to support their emotional and physical
wellbeing and helps educators to continue this as a part of everyday learning. A key
area of Cathi’s role is to help educational leaders develop supportive and inclusive
learning environments.

Zones of Regulation
Day 2, 21 August

SOPHIE ARNOLD
Executive Manager, United Nations Association of Australia
Sophie Arnold is Executive Manager of the UN Association of Australia’s Victorian
Division (UNAA Victoria). A journalist by training, Sophie covered politics and industrial
relations before becoming a media adviser to Victorian Government Ministers and
then Premier, Joan Kirner. For more than two decades, Sophie ran a successful media
and communications practice. Sophie is a former Executive Manager and Board
member of the Melbourne Athenaeum Incorporated and Board member of WIRE:
Women’s Information; Thornbury Women’s Neighbourhood House, St Bernard’s Old
Collegians Football Club and the Fitzroy Junior Football Club.

United Nations Sustainability Goals
Day 2, 21 August

VASIE GOVENDER
Deputy Head, Little Beacons, Beaconhills College
Vasie has been teaching for over 30 years and has acquired diverse international
experience, having taught in South Africa, the UK and most recently in New Zealand.
Vasie is passionate about family engagement and has undertaken a number of
leadership initiatives in this area. Vasie leads the wellbeing of staff and students and is
the key liaison person for families. Vasie is also developing and leading the Religious
And Values Education (RAVE) curriculum at Little Beacons.

RAVE in the Early Years
Day 2, 21 August
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GUEST SPEAKERS
YVONNE ASHMORE
Head of Wellbeing, Beaconhills College
Over the past 11 years, Yvonne has worked to change wellbeing from a place students
were ‘sent to be fixed’ to a systemic concept - integrated, prioritised and in action
through every layer of the organisation. Yvonne has dedicated her career focus
on improving the wellbeing and outcomes for children and young people. Along
with working with the education sector, she has worked as a counsellor and family
therapist, developed youth services for local governments, managed youth and family
homelessness services and helped in the redesign of the homelessness service
system in Victoria. Ensuring young people are cared for and connected continues to
be a lifelong passion.

Strengthening Wellbeing in Learning Environments
Day 2, 21 August

DJIRRI DJIRRI
Wurundjeri female dance group
Djirri Djirri is the only active Wurundjeri female dance group, and, also Traditional
Custodians of Narrm (Melbourne). Djirri Djirri means Willy Wagtail in Woiwurrung, the
language of Wurundjeri people, the Traditional Custodians of Narrm (Melbourne) and
surrounds. Willy Wagtail, the Spirit Bird, gave them dance. Many of their group have
danced since they were young children, while others have learnt as adults. You will
hear Mandy Nicholson singing in Woiwurrung, the language of the Wurundjeri people
and watch the language come to life through dance.

Indigenous Dance and Welcome to Country
Day 2, 21 August

MANDY NICHOLSON
Artist, singer and song-writer
Mandy Nicholson is Wurundjeri-willam (Wurundjeri-baluk patriline) artist, the founder,
singer and songwriter of Djirri Djirri dance group and Traditional Custodian of
Melbourne and surrounds. Mandy also has connections to the Dja Dja wurrung and
Ngurai illam wurrung language groups of the Central/Eastern Kulin Nation on her
father’s side, and German on her mother’s. She has a Bachelor of Arts (Honours)
in Aboriginal Archaeology, worked for the Victorian Aboriginal Corporation for
Languages for six years and is currently a PhD candidate. She is also cultural mentor to
young Indigenous girls, through learning and teaching of culture, language, dance and
ceremony.

Language Awareness
Day 2, 21 August
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SHAPING OUR FUTURE AT BEACONHILLS
At Beaconhills, we believe it is vital to support teachers and educators to be the best they can be.

HERE ARE OUR EIGHT COMMITMENTS.
An organisation that matters and makes a difference.

2

Excellence in experience for students and families.

3

A school of the community and for the community.

4

Contemporary people, programs and places of learning.

5

A financially responsible and sustainable organisation.

6

A vision for continuous innovation and improvement.

7

Personalised learning for all students.

8

A safe, supported and inclusive environment.

Being

1

Beaconhills
Being Beaconhills is the essence of our
College experience. We seek to shape
the future of our students through our
six pillars of Learning That Matters. We
inspire our students to find fulfilment in
their lives beyond Beaconhills.

Environment
and
sustainability
Learning
mindset

Our global
community

Respect
Compassion
Integrity
Citizenship
and
service

Values and
character

Wellbeing
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