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The College community
has gathered for the
official commissioning of
new Executive Principal
Stephen McGinley.
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Stephen McGinley
Executive Principal

FROM THE EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL

WE CONTINUE
TO ACHIEVE SO
MUCH TOGETHER
IN SUPPORTING
THE EDUCATION
OF OUR YOUNG
PEOPLE.
VOX POP

Welcome to our second issue of Lux Luceat magazine for 2022.
As the year has progressed,
we have held a number
of events to celebrate our
40 years. It has been a
wonderful experience to
enjoy these celebrations with
our community of former and
current staff, students
and families.

L U X L U C E AT

Thanks to the effort of our
dedicated staff, we have been
able to return to the many
programs and opportunities
which make the Beaconhills
education highly valuable in our
students' lives. As a community,
we continue to achieve so
much together in supporting the
education of our young people.

I look forward to seeing our
students go from strength to
strength this year and continue
to celebrate with pride our 40th
year of being a 'shining light' in
education.
Thank you for being a part of
our community and I hope you
enjoy our latest edition.

Why is it important
to learn about
different cultural
backgrounds?
Because although
we are all human,
our differences
and culture is what
makes us who
we are.
Annabella,
Year 11
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VCE feature

VCE FEATURE

TOP VCE
AWARDS

Two students
honoured for their
work in VCE Dance
and Media.

A CLASS OF HER OWN
Talented dancer Ruby
Thornton-Mackay was
selected to perform in Top
Class at the Melbourne
Recital Centre on 16 March.
The Berwick Campus Year
12 student performed her
2021 VCE skills-based
dance solo, watched by
a group of Beaconhills
VCE Dance students who
attended the performance.
Ruby has trained in ballet
and contemporary dance
for 12 years and completed
VCE Units 3 and 4 Dance
during Year 11 last year.
Choreography and
rehearsals for her October
scheduled performance
started last summer and
she is very thankful for the
help of Tracie Eastwood –
Head of Performing Arts,
Berwick Campus.

“I am very grateful for all
the hours Ms Eastwood
invested, it definitely
wouldn’t have been
possible without her help,"
Ruby said.
Top Class is part of the
VCE Season of Excellence,
managed by the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment
Authority (VCAA). The
College has now had
31 students who have
collected a prestigious Top
Class award since 1998.

TOPSHOTS SELECTION
Congratulations to Class
of 2021 graduate Rochelle
Paris whose VCE Media
(Photography) was chosen
for display at the 2021-22
TOPshots exhibition at the
Monash Gallery of Art from
18 May to 26 June.
TOPshots is an annual
celebration of emerging
photomedia artists at the
MGA and showcases
exceptional photographic
work produced by VCE
students who have
completed Art, Media and
Studio Arts subjects.

Rochelle, as this exhibition
is judged by professionals
in the photography
industry,” said Nick Zomer,
Rochelle’s VCE Media &
Visual Communication
Design teacher.

Ruby
ThorntonMackay (left).
Photography
by Rochelle
Paris (above).

Rochelle said her dad
inspired her interest in
photography: “Often dad
would venture off to take
photos on our family
holiday and I would always
tag along with him.”

“This is a major
achievement for
WINTER 2022
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Performing arts back in a big way

The Addams
Family

A cast of unique and
well-known characters

PERFORMING
ARTS BACK IN
A BIG WAY
After two years without
productions, the Beaconhills
College performing arts
department made a
dramatic return.
This year, 50
students from Years
5-12 performed The
Addams Family, which
Director/Producer
Amara Jensen described
as a “campy, fun-loving
musical” featuring a cast
of unique and well-known
characters.
Ms Jensen said the group of
talented young performers,
musicians, and technicians
had worked determinedly
over many months to
prepare the show.
The three shows were a
great success, with the final
show running on Saturday
30 April.

L U X L U C E AT

“I never tire of working
with students onstage and
seeing their confidence
and skill grow amidst all
the laughter, excitement,
and the pure joy of the
performing arts,” Ms
Jensen said.

Leads Indra
Liyanaarachchi
(left) as Gomez
and Ava
Cashmore
(below) as
Morticia.
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NEW EXECUTIVE
PRINCIPAL
COMMISSIONED

Members of the Beaconhills
College community
gathered at St James
Anglican Church on Friday 25
March for the commissioning
of our new Executive
Principal, Stephen McGinley.
It was a very warm and
moving service marking
this significant event in the
College’s history.
Archbishop of Melbourne,
The Most Reverend
Philip Freier, delivered
a sermon at the service,
which was also attended
by church representatives,
College founders, staff,
students, guests and
Mr McGinley’s family.
L U X L U C E AT

Mr McGinley received
a number of symbols of
office representing different
facets of College life.
Guests were also treated
to a performance by
talented Year 10 flautist,
Dylan Crossley.
Mr McGinley humbly shared
his appreciation for all the
love and support he has
received from those around
him, acknowledging the
wonderful opportunity
he has to follow on from
visionary College leaders
who had significantly
impacted his life.
“You cannot imagine how
grateful I feel to be here with

you all, in this place, for this
significant occasion in the
life of our precious College,”
he said.
“Beaconhills College is a
shining light that has and will
continue to shine in the lives
of others.”
The Beaconhills community
pledged to work with Mr
McGinley to further the
College’s vision, mission
and values and to create an
environment in which all are
valued and honoured.
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EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL FEATURE

Beaconhills College celebrates the
official commissioning of our new Executive
Principal, Stephen McGinley.

WINTER 2022
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Revd Kathy Mildred
Senior Chaplain,
Berwick Campus

LESSONS IN
RESTORATION

Term 1 was the longest
continuous period of faceto-face teaching in two
years. Coupled with being
the first 10-week term 1 in
quite some time, it was a
long and tiring start to
the year.
Coming out of lockdown
was like coming out of
hibernation – we were
like bears emerging from
caves, blinking in the light
and slowly lumbering
about, not quite up to
our normal energy levels.
We might have wished
for a slow start but term 1
had other ideas – it was
jam-packed with all the
events we sorely missed,
like SEISA sports, athletics
carnivals and musical
productions.
L U X L U C E AT

I think we can all agree
that the holidays were a
well-earned break.
This brings to mind
another event, where
a man emerged from a
darkened space, rising
from a hard time into
a glorious restoration.
On Easter Sunday
we celebrated the
resurrection of the Lord
Jesus who, from the cavelike tomb, emerged alive
and full of life.
Christian living is all about
restoration. It doesn’t
guarantee perfection quite the opposite. We are
still the same people, with
faults and selfish desires.
But through Jesus, we
have two vital things

– forgiveness for our
mistakes and the chance
to make things right. To
restore relationships. To
grow in humility and love.
Lockdown taught us
to value the important
things, like family, work
and peace. To prioritise
the big things and ignore
the unimportant. Easter
did too. I pray that the
Spirit of the Risen Lord
will continue to dwell
richly in your hearts and
homes.

THROUGH JESUS,
WE HAVE TWO
VITAL THINGS –
FORGIVENESS FOR
OUR MISTAKES
AND THE CHANCE
TO MAKE THINGS
RIGHT.

Photograph
Kristine Weilert
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STAFF PROFILE

MARTIN
TOMAN
Martin Toman has taught
around 50 Year 12 English
and Literature classes
during his career, so he
knows a thing or two
about stringing a sentence
together.
He has taught a vast range
of students of varying
abilities. But there is
definitely no ‘one size fits all’
approach when it comes to
his teaching methods.
“The primary focus is to
teach the student in front
of you,” Mr Toman said.
“You adjust your approach
to get the best out of every
student.”
For some students, that
means encouraging them
to write more confidently
and freely, something that
he admits does not always
come naturally.

the supports they need.
For some it’s a reliable and
consistent structure, for
others it is to give them
the confidence to let go
of rules that they have
worked through, and write
freely and seamlessly in
response to the task.”
Mr Toman first joined
Beaconhills in 2016 for a
year, then later returned as
Head of the English Faculty
in 2021. 2022 marks his
third year as the Berwick
Campus Senior School’s
Head of Teaching and
Learning.

The Berwick Campus
English and Literature
teacher tries to get
the best out of every
student.

NO ‘ONE
SIZE FITS
ALL’

A published author of
contemporary fiction, Mr
Toman is working on a new
novel in his spare time.
He said being a writer had
made him a better teacher
and helped expand his
own understanding of how
language works.

“I was naturally successful
at writing and it took me
a while to realise that not
everyone finds it easy,”
he said. “But at the same
time, I struggled in other
subjects, so I knew what
it was like to find school
difficult.”
“I found that the trick is to
provide the student with
WINTER 2022
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40 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY
FEATURE

40 YEARS OF
EDUCATION

L U X L U C E AT
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IN 2022 BEACONHILLS
COLLEGE CELEBRATES 40
YEARS OF EDUCATION IN
OUR REGION.

ON SATURDAY 30 APRIL,
FOUNDING MEMBERS
OF OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY INCLUDING
PARENTS, STUDENTS
AND STAFF, REUNITED
FOR OUR 40TH
ANNIVERSARY.

Centre photo:
A rare gathering of
College leaders (l-r)
Executive Principal
Stephen McGinley
with former
headmasters Tony
Sheumack, Rick
Tudor and Frank
Millett.

WINTER 2022
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EIGHT HOUSE
PATRONS
40 YEARS OF EDUCATION
CONTINUED

As the local community grew, so did the
College. By 1988, it had 388 students
and 30 teachers, blossoming to more
than 1000 students a decade later. Little
Beacons Learning Centre was established
on a separate site in 2007, moving onto
the Pakenham Campus in 2013.
2003 marked the realisation of the
College’s vision to become a multicampus
school, with the opening of the Berwick
Campus. By then, there were 190 staff and
1636 students across both campuses.
As the College’s International Program
flourished, in 2019 a modern new
boarding residence next to the Pakenham
Campus opened. Beaconhills is currently
the only school in the Casey/Cardinia
region offering boarding.
In 2020 a second Little Beacons Learning
Centre opened on the Berwick Campus,
making both campuses Early Years to
Year 12. Today the College has more than
3000 students.
L U X L U C E AT

Carole and Neville Clark took part in the original meetings in 1980-81 to
establish the College.
Mrs Clark attended more than 50 meetings of the original Steering
Committee and was a member of the College Board from 1983-88.
In 1981, Mr Clark provided heavyconstruction equipment to help create
the school site and continued to donate his time and equipment during
the early years of the school.
Mr Clark died in 2020.

As the local community grew, so did the
College. By 1988, it had 388 students and
30 teachers, blossoming to more than
1000 students a decade later.

The College grew from humble
beginnings, starting in 1982 with just 34
students and five staff, led by founding
Principal Frank Millett.
The idea of a local, independent, Christian
school came from a group of parishioners
at St John’s Anglican Church, Upper
Beaconsfield in 1980. By March 1981 a
steering committee was formed, with John
McConchie appointed as Chairman.

Carole & Neville Clark

VOX POP
How has Beaconhills
impacted you?
This school is a great
source of friendship,
opportunities,
learning and most of
all having fun. All the
teachers are really
kind and helpful in
every way. I can’t
wait for the next
chapter of my school
life!
Oscar Anzlovar,
Year 7
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Archbishop Sir Frank Woods

Nigel Creese

Major Edward Tregoning

After 20 years as Archbishop of
Melbourne (1957-1977), Sir Frank Woods
retired to Upper Beaconsfield where
he took great interest in the concept of
a college.

Nigel Creese had recently retired as Headmaster of
Melbourne Grammar School when he was appointed as
Beaconhills’ interim Headmaster for term 1, 1989.

Major Tregoning was the College’s
principal benefactor, donating three
large sums of money to the College.

He helped consolidate the young and rapidly developing
College. Three of his initiatives were the school prayer, the
school flag and the Latin version of the motto Lux Luceat.

Born in the UK, he worked in Cyprus
as a bomb demolition expert during
the Second World War.

He also served on the College Board from 1989-1995.

After migrating to Australia, he
moved to Upper Beaconsfield
where he was a member of St
John’s parish for many years.

His support was particularly valuable in the
first two years, when the College struggled
for registration and financial viability.
He died in 1992.

He died in 2018.

He died in 1995.

THANKSGIVING
CHURCH SERVICE

On Saturday 30 April, the Beaconhills
College community united to celebrate
40 years since the opening of the
Pakenham Campus.
The day was a huge success, with
around 650 past, present, and future
families attending student-led tours at
both campuses.
Former and current staff celebrated
the milestone together at a Governors
Dinner and Founders Lunch. There was
also a Thanksgiving Church Service,
where students, staff, founders, and
alumni united in prayer with chaplains
from both campuses. An archival
display was unveiled which showcased
photographs and memorabilia from the
early years of the College.

Executive Principal Stephen McGinley
was thrilled with the day’s events.
“Being joined by our founding staff,
former principals, governors, families, and
students, we were able to celebrate and
pass on our gratitude for the incredible
contribution these people have made
in establishing a school that we enjoy
today,” he said.
“We owe so much to these special
members of our community and it
was wonderful to spend time together
remembering our proud history.”
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Frank Millett

John McConchie

Frank Millett was Beaconhills’
foundation principal.

John McConchie’s vision for a Christian independent school in
the area led to the first meeting of interested local parishioners
in August 1980 and the formation of the Steering Committee in
December 1980.

His energy and determination
led to the steady growth of the
College during his seven years
as principal and its reputation as
a place where care and concern
for its students is paramount.
The College owes much to his
hard work and enthusiasm.

In 1983 he became the first chairman of the College Board of
Directors, a position he held until 1987.
There is no doubt that his drive, financial acumen and community
contacts sustained Beaconhills during the early years.

Who was
Edward
Tregoning?

YEAR 9 PROGRAM
CELEBRATES 25 YEARS

A 1965 passport photo
has been unearthed of
Major Edward Tregoning,
one of the College’s eight
House patrons.

This year also
marks 25 years
since Beaconhills
first established its
innovative Year 9
Program.

Major Edward Tregoning
is perhaps the more
mysterious member of the
group of eight Beaconhills
College House patrons.
Until now the College
only had two faded
photographs of him, taken
around the time of World
War Two when he worked
in the dangerous field of
bomb disposal. He led a
private life on his beloved
property ‘Ularring’ in
Upper Beaconsfield.
But Major Tregoning was
a generous benefactor,
donating a total of
$60,000 to the College
(in today's monetary terms
around $212,000). And
there was more to Major
Tregoning than met the
eye, as his niece Alison
Nisselle explains. Turn to
page 23 to read more.

In 1997, the College
became the first school
in Victoria to establish
an on-campus,
specialised Year 9
Program.
The program was
based on research
which showed that
Year 9 is a time
when students can
disconnect from school
work. It’s also a time of
self-discovery, where
young people seek
more relevancy and
broader experiences
beyond the classroom,
exploring their world
view and identity.
Garry Black was
appointed Head of the
new Year 9 Centre,
and Frank Pagliuca was
one of the founding
staff members. In the
Beaconhills College
history book Let your

Light So Shine, Mr
Pagliuca recalls the
excitement of being
part of the new
program.
“My main brief was
to lead the Year 9
mathematics team but,
during the five years
I was there, we also
had the opportunity
to trial and develop
many of the Year 9
initiatives, including the
Integrated Discovery
Program, Personal
Best, Environmental
Service, Outward
Bound and the
Student Community
Involvement Program.
“The experience was
very challenging but
also an extremely
rewarding time in my
teaching career.”
A new dedicated Year
9 Centre opened at
the Berwick Campus in
2011 and at Pakenham,
the original old Year 9
Centre was upgraded
to a contemporary
new centre in 2018.

IN 1997, THE C
BECAME THE
SCHOOL IN V
ESTABLISH AN
SPECIALISED Y
PROGRAM.
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Reverend John Leaver

Reverend Roger Rich

Reverend John Leaver had
already helped establish a
number of other Christian
community colleges, such as
Newhaven and Braemar, when
he became involved in our early
planning meetings in 1980-81.

Reverend Rich was the vicar of the Anglican parishes of St John’s, Upper
Beaconsfield and St James, Pakenham.
He helped research the purchase of the land, sought support from local
churches and communities and took an active role in developing building
designs. He also was College Chaplain in the school’s early years.

He was convinced that the vision
of a Christian community college
in Pakenham could be achieved.
He died in 2018.

COLLEGE
FIRST
VICTORIA TO
N ON-CAMPUS,
YEAR 9
VOX POP

Original
bell
The old school bell
was donated to the
school by Mr Robinson,
who arranged for it to
be specially made. He
was the father-in-law
of Ted Fankhauser,
a founding parent,
Steering Committee
member and the
College’s first Business
Administrator, a position
he held until 2010.

First
banner
One of the
College’s early
parents, Ros
Robinson, designed
the College’s first
banner in 1983. She
also created the
design for the first
school flag.

It was actually donated
to the school in March
1983 (despite the date
shown on its plaque)
at the second Annual
Dedication Service.

How has Beaconhills
impacted you?
I know attending as
a student has had
such a profound
impact on the type of
teacher I want to be.
If I can contribute to
students even having
a fraction of the joy I
felt attending school
each day, I know I
have made a big
difference.
Danielle Negri,
Alumnus and staff
member

WINTER 2022
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PETER
NGUYEN
2022 has marked the welcome
return of international students
to our shores after COVID-19
border closures, but some
students, like Peter Nguyen,
have never left.

“In schools in Vietnam, we
focus mainly on theory. Here,
we do a lot of experiments
and we practise a lot more. It’s
more focused on practice and
applying,” he said.

International student Peter
Nguyen began his studies at
Beaconhills College in 2019 as a
Year 8 student.

Peter stayed in Melbourne
during the lockdowns of 2020
and 2021 and continued
studying remotely. Peter could
not see his family in person,
but he said he was more
challenged by not being able to
see his friends that he met here
at the College.

After visiting a number of
schools in Melbourne while
on a holiday in 2018, Peter’s
parents decided to enrol him at
Beaconhills College Pakenham
Campus. Deciding to leave
Nha Trang, Vietnam, to come
and study in Australia was a big
decision, Peter said.
“My parents were the brave
ones. It was a risk for sure, but
they made the right choice.”
Peter enjoys visual artsrelated subjects and currently
studies Studio Arts, Visual
Communication Design,
Mathematical Methods, English
as an Additional Language,
Physics and Chemistry.

L U X L U C E AT

“In terms of catching up with
family, it was kind of the same
thing! But the biggest challenge
was probably not being able to
catch up with my friends here.
That’s kind of a problem that
everyone dealt with, though.”
After he finishes Year 12 at
Beaconhills College, Peter said
he wants to find work relating to
art and continue studying at a
university.

FEATURE

“MY PARENTS WERE
THE BRAVE ONES.
IT WAS A RISK FOR
SURE, BUT THEY
MADE THE RIGHT
CHOICE.”
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OUR VISION FOR 			
RECONCILIATION
FEATURE

Up to 300 people gathered
to celebrate the launch of
Beaconhills College’s third
edition of its Reconciliation
Action Plan (RAP) on Thursday 2
June at the Pakenham Campus.
The event was part of National
Reconciliation Week (May 27June 3), with the theme of Be
Brave Make Change.
Wurundjeri Elder Murrundindi
led the Welcome to Country
and Smoking Ceremony and
guests were treated to an
acknowledgement in Woi
wurrung language by Little
Beacons children. There
were also music and dance
performances, stalls and display
and sampling of food and tea
made with Australian native
ingredients.

Invited guests included
representatives from the
Victorian Aboriginal Child Care
Agency (VACCA) and First
Nations families, along with
Beaconhills parents, students
and staff.
Fundraising from the event will
go to VACCA and Opening
the Doors Foundation, which
provides education funding for
Victorian Aboriginal families.
The College proudly launched
its first RAP in 2016 which
detailed the College’s vision
for reconciliation. The 2022
RAP sets out the many ways
this will be achieved, from

embedding learning about
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander culture and history in
all of the curriculum to linking
with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander-owned businesses.
Head of Indigenous Initiatives,
Lynette George, said the RAP
launch was a huge success
and “showed the College’s
commitment to reconciliation”.
To view the College
Reconciliation Action Plan,
visit the Beaconhills website
www.beaconhills.vic.edu.au/
acknowledgement

WINTER 2022
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CLARE TUOHY
TEACHER OF THE
YEAR

NEW
CENTRE
NAMED

Long-serving College staff member
Clare Tuohy has won Sustainability
Victoria's ResourceSmart Schools
Teacher of the Year (Secondary) Award,
for her hard work promoting social and
environmental justice.

Beaconhills College has announced
new names for the magnificent new $12.2m
performing arts and recreation precinct at
the Berwick Campus.

Mrs Tuohy received her
award on 2 June at an
MCG event hosted by radio
personality Sammy J.

The Jenny Williams Centre for Human
Movement recognises the outstanding
leadership of former Berwick Campus
Principal and current Leadership Support
Co-ordinator Jenny Williams.

She was honoured for
her outstanding work
developing the Beacon of
Hope Community Garden
at the Pakenham Campus,
which grows fresh produce
for people in the local
region experiencing food
insecurity. She worked in
collaboration with Sustain:
The Australian Food
Network, Flourish and the
Cardinia Food Movement.
Mrs Tuohy also
established Beaconhills’
involvement with
SolarBuddy, where
College students
help assemble solarpowered lights for
students living without
power in East Timor and
Bangladesh.
It is Beaconhills College’s
second major environment
award in four years.

In her acceptance speech,
Mrs Tuohy humbly paid
tribute to the College and
its commitment to the
environment.

“Our community garden has
been incredibly successful,”
she said, reiterating her
mantra that Beaconhills
“doesn’t want to be the best
school in the world, but the
best school for the world.”
Mrs Tuohy is a long-serving
Beaconhills staff member,
stepping down at the end
of 2021 as the Head of
Citizenship and Service.
The ResourceSmart School
Awards are Victoria’s largest
sustainability celebration
for primary and secondary
school students, teachers
and school volunteers taking
remarkable sustainability
action.

The Tony Sheumack Centre for
Performing Arts is named in honour of the
former Headmaster. Mr Sheumack served
the College for 25 years and played a
significant role in acquiring and developing
the Berwick Campus.

The developments will be completed and
ready for use in term 3, with plans for an
official opening ceremony underway.

2121

Alumni

HAPPENINGS AROUND OUR COMMUNITY

ALUMNI
VOX POP
What has been the
highlight of your
year so far?
Coaching the
Year 6 Lightning
Premiership Boys
Basketball. They won
and were undefeated
in the tournament.
David Kent,
Deputy Head of
Middle School

L U X L U C E AT
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REUNIONS
Class of 2011
10 year

L U X L U C E AT

Class of 2017
5 year
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JANUARY JUNE 2022
Class of 2020
One year
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24 Edward Tregoning

WHO WAS
EDWARD
TREGONING?
Major Edward Tregoning is the more
mysterious member of the group of eight
Beaconhills College House patrons. Perhaps
it’s because the College – until now - only
had two faded photographs of him, taken
around the time of World War Two when
he worked in the dangerous field of bomb
disposal. Similarly, we had little knowledge of
the private life he led in his beloved property
‘Ularring’ in Upper Beaconsfield.
What we do know is that Major Tregoning
was a generous man. In the early days, he
was the College’s major benefactor, donating
a total of $60,000 – in today’s monetary
terms around $212,000.
His strict English public school upbringing
may have been one motivation to support
what he regarded as a school with a “gentler”
approach, but Ms Nisselle also thinks there
was another reason.
Major Tregoning and his wife Margery
moved to Australia in 1968 and had tried
unsuccessfully for years to have children.
“He really missed having children. I used to
take my two grandsons up to visit them in
Upper Beaconsfield. Uncle Edward just loved
them,” Ms Nisselle said.
She remembers a man who also loved
adventure and the adrenaline rush of
defusing bombs during World War Two. One
bomb actually blew up during the London
Blitz as he was working on it, leaving him
buried under a pile of rubble. His mates
visited the scene days later to pay their
respects, only to hear a voice calling out
from below. They dug him out and he
miraculously survived.

L U X L U C E AT

There was more behind the
shy smile of this Beaconhills House
patron than we previously knew.
His niece Alison Nisselle paints this newer picture of a colourful character.

Ms Nisselle also recalls her uncle had a
mischievous twinkle in his eye and may have
even had a few questionable friends. As a
former successful screenwriter, Ms Nisselle spent
research time with Melbourne’s Major Crime
Squad where she was told her “naughty” uncle
had a mate called Ronnie Biggs (of the Great
Train Robbery fame).
Ms Nisselle said it was her uncle’s choice to
name his Upper Beaconsfield house ‘Ularring’.
“He felt a strong emotional connection to Ernest
Giles the explorer, who was Aunt Margery’s
great uncle, and my great-great uncle,” she said.
“He read Uncle Ernest’s books, Australia Twice
Traversed, and felt a strong kinship with the story
of Giles being saved by the Aboriginal guide,
who led them to water at a critical moment.
“The Indigenous name for the waterhole
was Ularring.
“It reminded him of the very close shave he had,
being blown up during the Blitz.”
It was Major Tregoning’s house which saved
many lives during the Ash Wednesday bushfires,
sheltering local residents. As an engineer who
had lived through the firestorms of the London
Blitz, Major Tregoning had previously consulted
the SES on how to best make the house bushfire
safe. The property had deep water tanks, steel
piping and a sprinkler system. Ms Nisselle
proudly displays the old house sign on her wall of
her own home.
While Major Tregoning passed away in 1995, Ms
Nisselle believes he would have delighted in
Beaconhills College’s 40th Anniversary.
“He would have been so chuffed – it would have
mattered hugely to him,” she said.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

DUKE OF
EDINBURGH
HIKE

ALUMNI
PONDERINGS

The popular Duke of
Edinburgh Program
was introduced into the
Beaconhills curriculum
in the mid 1980s, giving
students the opportunity
for challenging
expeditions in state and
national parks.

It’s very satisfying to report that life within the
alumni community seems to be back to as
vibrant as it has been at any stage in the past.

DIARY DATES
2022 – ALUMNI
REUNIONS

This has been perfectly illustrated by the two
most recent alumni reunions - for the Classes
of 2011 and 2017. Both events were very well
attended and, most significantly, thoroughly
enjoyed. They were also an opportunity for
many members of the community to offer
support to current students by volunteering
their considerable array of talents. These
offers are gratefully received and allow us to
ensure that alumni are a more visible part of
a Beaconhills student experience than at any
stage in the past.

Friday July 22
Class of 2002 – 20
Year Reunion

Year 9 students were
invited to do their Bronze
Award with initial camps
and hikes in the Black
Snake Range and the
Baw Baw Plateau. In 1985,
many students undertook
their Silver Award with
hikes now in the Howitt
High Plains and even
further afield in the Snowy
Mountains and Tasmania.
By 1990, we had our first
group of students who
had completed their
Gold Award.

Scott McGregor
(Class of 1988) reminisces:
“This very memorable
picture was a Duke of
Ediburgh Program around
the Bluff to Lovick’s Hut in the
alps (Mt Buller).
“Lots of stories, camping with
the Lovick’s mountain horse
riders one night…quite some
misbehaving at that age,
albeit a great bonding and
physical exercise event.”
Scott is pictured far left,
with (l-r) Mark Ricketts,
Sean Ashton, Andrew Daff,
Matthew Smith and Danny
Shoesmith.

Friday October 14
Class of 2021 – One
Year Out
Friday November 4
Class of 2012 – 10 Year
Reunion

All events will be
held at the Holm Park
Recreational Reserve
in Beaconsfield and

This fact has been beautifully illustrated
by the recent Lux Luceat meeting that was
graced by Nadia Zekaria from the Class of
2011 and by the Year 9 Planning Your Future
Day which was considerably enhanced
by the services of several members of the
alumni community. It’s easy to see what
students gain from such an experience,
but equally pleasing to hear the alumni
themselves reflecting on their presentations
and how much they feel that they and their
skillset have also benefited from
the experience.
As ever, I’d love to hear from you if you also
think that you could bring something of your
experience back into the College and tell
current students something that you wish you
had heard when you were back in school:
alumni@beaconhills.vic.edu.au

Alan James
Community Relations
Co-ordinator
WINTER 2022
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WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?
1.

Megan Deal
Megan Deal (nee Appleby, Class
of 2002) became an Ambulance
Victoria paramedic last year after
returning to Monash University
as a mature age student with a
young family. She entered the
profession at a very challenging
time during COVID-19 but loves
being a paramedic and says she
is very happy to have chosen
that career.

2.

Riley Boland
Riley Boland (Class of 2018) is
one of the many Beaconhills
students who have returned
to the College to work. Riley
began a Bachelor of Health and
Physical Education (Secondary)
in 2019 and this year is working
at the Berwick Campus as
Sports Administration Assistant
while doing the final year of his
degree. He has a passion for
Physical Education and believes
that all students should also
have an opportunity to find their
passions in life.

3.

Amanda Dean
Amanda Dean (nee Dunning,
Class of 2000) completed a
Master of Business Information
Systems for Swinburne and in
October 2021, was recognised as
the highest achieving student
in her cohort.
After graduating from Beaconhills,
Amanda completed a Bachelor
of Nursing at Monash, before
moving into software testing in
2008. She currently works as
a Principal Consultant for Planit
Testing, specialising in audit,
legal, business transformation,
test process creation and uplift,
and major programs for large
enterprises and government
clients.
Since June 2021 Amanda has
managed the software testing
for TREVI, Victoria’s COVID-19
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contact tracing system, leading a
dedicated, talented team of testers to
support the Victorian Government’s
COVID response. While it has involved
long hours and tight deadlines, she
said it was very rewarding to work on a
program for the public health benefit of
all Victorians.
Nathan Russo
Beaconhills teacher Nathan Russo
(Class of 1999) has just taken part in
the largest community-led fundraiser
for the Cancer Council of Australia.
The 3594km, seven-day car rally,
driving a car worth no more than
$1000, was a challenge for Nathan,
his friend Adam and the $800 '99
Holden VT Commodore wagon
that ‘teamsherrybomb’ managed
to purchase in January. At time of
publication, the team had raised close
to $18,000 for the cause.
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4.

Alumni do you have any career
or personal news you would
like to share on this page?
Email us on
news@beaconhills.vic.edu.au
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