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ABOUT THIS POLICY 
This policy refers to the use of mobile phones by our students in our learning environments. These 
environments include: 

• classroom 

• in the yard 

• study periods 

• incursions/excursions. 

 

BACKGROUND 
Beaconhills College creates the conditions for students to be fully engaged in their learning. Our places 
for learning afford our students wide ranging opportunities to become respectful, compassionate, and 
responsible learners. At the College we recognise the importance of digital devices to support this 
learning and our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) and iPad program provides the necessary access 
needed to support the teaching and learning process. We know that being fully present in the 
classroom and focused on learning is of critical importance to being a successful student. Adults, 
young people, and children alike are not able to genuinely multi-task, the mere presence of a mobile 
phone, even when not being used creates a distraction from learning. Our primary focus as a school is 
the learning and engagement that takes place in every classroom. Therefore, our mobile phone policy 
recognises that access to a mobile phone during class time negatively impacts learning. 

 
Beyond the classroom, we recognise that break times in the yard provide essential opportunities 
for students to develop face-to-face social skills, build meaningful peer relationships, and engage 
in physical activity and play. Mobile phone use during these times can diminish these vital 
developmental experiences and limit the authentic social connections that form the foundation of a 
strong school community. 

 
At the College we acknowledge parents/carers may wish their child to carry a mobile phone for 
personal safety reasons. However, the right of a student to have access to a mobile phone at school 
must be in accordance with the College’s policy. 
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POLICY STATEMENT 
It is our policy that: 

 

1.  Students are permitted to bring a mobile phone to the College 
Beaconhills College acknowledges parents may wish for their child to carry a mobile phone to and from 
school. In these situations: 

• students need to be supported in taking responsibility for the appropriate use of their 
mobile phones 

• students must sign and return the annual ICT Acceptable Use Agreement 
• student mobile phones are to be kept in lockers during class time, or their school bag for 

Junior School students. 

2. Mobile phones are not to be taken to Class, Tutor, Assembly or House Periods 

• Creating a positive learning environment is vital for our students and teachers in supporting 
effective learning. 

• Students are not permitted to take their mobile phone to class, tutor, assembly or house periods. 
• Mobile phones are an unnecessary distraction to student learning. 
• Mobile phones are not an essential part of our learning and teaching program and as such are not 

required to be used by our students during class time. 
• Mobile phones do not represent the primary learning technology device and will not be 

considered an acceptable primary BYOD device in senior year levels. 

3. Mobile phone use should be age and stage appropriate 
The College has developed section specific information to support students and families in understanding 
when and where mobile phones and associated technologies used whilst students are at school. 

Senior School Years 10, 11 and 12 
• Mobile phones are to be securely kept in lockers during Periods 1 – 5, this includes study periods. 
• Students may access their mobile phones before school, recess, lunchtime and after school. 

Middle School Years 5, 6, 7, 8 and Year 9 
• Mobile phones are to be securely kept in lockers for the entire school day and are not to be 

accessed at any breaktimes. 
• On arrival to school, mobile phones are to be locked securely in a student’s locker Junior School. 

Years Prep, 1, 2, 3 and 4 

• If a child has a mobile phone, they are to be stored in their school bag for the day. 
 
 



 Student Mobile Phone &  

Wearable Technology Policy 
 

Last review: January 2026 Current as at: 25/02/2026 12:28 PM AEST time. Next review: January 2028 
Policy Owner: Campus Principals Approved by: Executive Principal Policy area: Student Duty of Care 
The most current copy of this policy is found in electronic form. Printed copies may not be current. Page | 4 

 

4. Other Devices 
Smartwatches 

• Cellular-enabled smartwatches are not permitted at the College. 
• Non-cellular smartwatches may be worn, however all notifications must be disabled. 
• Smartwatches including any wearable device capable of receiving notifications, messages, or calls 

are not to be brought to school by students in Prep to Year 4. 
 
Smart glasses 

• Smart glasses are not permitted at the College. 
 

Other wearable devices 

Any other wearable devices and personal devices brought to school must not be cellular enabled and 
have notifications disabled. 

Headphones 

Wireless and wired headphones are not to be worn at school, including during break times, except for 
the following exemptions: 

• Students using headphones for the purpose of learning during class time as directed by their 
classroom teacher 

• Senior School students using headphones during timetabled study periods. 
 
5.  Exemptions may be required to support our students  

Exceptions to this policy will be made on the following grounds: 
• health and wellbeing issues 
• managing communications offsite on excursions, experiential program activities 
• classroom learning and specific learning needs. 
 

Teachers can grant a classroom-based learning exception. Exceptions are coordinated by the section 
leadership team and can involve recommendations from members of the Individual Programs and 
wellbeing leadership teams. 

 
6. Excursions and SEISA 
The expectations outlined in this policy regarding mobile phones and headphones remain in full effect 
during all excursions and incursions, including SEISA events and other experiential programs. This 
includes travel time to and from these activities. Students are not permitted to use mobile phones or 
wear headphones during these activities unless explicitly directed to do so by the teacher in charge of 
the excursion or program. This ensures students remain fully engaged in the learning experiences, 
attentive to staff instructions, aware of their surroundings for safety purposes, and able to build 
authentic social connections with their peers. 
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7. Inappropriate use of mobile phone technology will not be tolerated. 

 
All student behaviour must be in line with our Student Code of Conduct and College values of Respect, 
Compassion and Integrity. 

• Mobile phone cameras are not to be used within the College grounds and, where it would be 
considered inappropriate such as in change rooms or toilets. 

• Students should never photograph or record any person without their express permission. 
• Reports of all incidents of misuse of mobile phones will be recorded and retained on the 

student’s file. 
• Parents are asked to not contact their child directly via mobile phone during the day, without 

ensuring that they have firstly contacted the campus main reception with information, as 
relevant to the College ensuring its duty of care obligations. 

 
Further expectations are outlined in our Bullying Prevention and Intervention, Cyber Safety and 
Information and Communication Technology policies. 

 
8. Following this policy 

 
Due to the student use of mobile phones being a broad issue, the College values support from our 
families in the implementation of this policy. 
 
Teachers and Beaconhills College staff are delegated responsibility of managing the use of technology 
in the classroom and the learning environment, as a result teachers and Beaconhills College staff are 
permitted to enforce this policy. 
 
Students who do not cooperate with direction from teachers with regards to their mobile phones will 
receive consequences which can include the confiscation of their mobile device or accessories. 
Students who continue to disregard directions relating to this policy will be managed as outlined in our 
Student Behaviour Management Policy. 
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